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Melanne Verveer ! 

Susan Brade 

First Lady as Honorary President of Vital Voices- 
Bulgaria 


Melanne, from the NSC's perspective, it would be great if the 
First Lady accepted the position of Honorary President of the 
National Vital Y°ices-Bulgaria . However, the NSC's review is 
limited to the foreign policy merits of this proposal. Our 
legal office tells us that 'the use of the First Lady" s name, 
likeness or words by private entities, in particular for 
fundraising efforts, requires the approval of the Office -of 
White House Counsel. While we do hot believe the use of her 
name in this case is- directly related to fundraising, our legal 
office recommends that you clear proposal with Amy Comstock in 
White House Council. Let us know if there is more we can do. 
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Agenda - Meeting with Louise Frechette 

1. Thanks and acknowledgement for her role - leadership in pulling people together -hope she 
will continue. 

2. Our goals for Special Session: : 

move forward PfA 

visibility, appreciation UN in action ! 

3. To achieve, UN must take seriously: 

Role of Kofi Annan 

Use Dag Hammarskjold Plaza for event ; . 

Other locations, high level events j 

Resources : 

Staff, personnel 

4. For example, will DAW have support to get through negotiating process after document 
drafted - 

Will other agencies with expertise be involved? - : 

I 

5. Documents ! 

Her view how documents are coming along? ' 

Review and Appraisal? Outcomes and Trends? : 

Be clear: if we had our preference, would not be another negotiated document ; 

But at least: Don’t reopen PfA 

Start with draft that is strong and short and maintain positive approach 
through negotiations ! 

Go for language that takes us forward; for example use of benchmarks, already agreed on 
by other agencies so don’t try to create de novo 

6. NGO Access, accreditation, participation 

Note: Copenhagen uses different - progressive - standard for accreditation, enables new 
NGOs to apply - but regressive on participation - only 5 NGOs, need gov’t approval 

i ' • 

7. Resources for teleconference, enable women all over world to participate } 

We have talked to Nadine Hack, know will take UN resources to. work : 

' i ■ . 

8. Other UN events just before and after 1 

Millennium NGO forum 2 weeks before 

(Copenhagen + 5 after in Geneva) 

How do they see these working together - not compete 
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Meeting with June Zeitlin, Theresa Loar, Melanne Verveer, Lidia Soto-Harmon, Linda Kizer 
1/5/00 I 

Concerns for Louise Frechette Meeting: ; . 

I. DAW is weak - needs staff to be assigned or borrowed , 

Not bringing in other UN agencies with expertise -eg UNIFEM; no plan to circulate drafts 
within other agencies 

Reflected in lack of strategy for outcome; failure to focus on issues or goals | 

II. Of documents to be produced by W2000: 

1. Political declaration is “almost there” - should be finished at intersessional end of January 

2. Review and appraisal: produced by DAW, non-negotiated - based on questionnaires 

submitted by nation-states; work underway (but for example, had not translated Arabic 
documents as of very recently) i 

3. Outcomes - negotiated document which means draft needs to be ready by CSW early March 
but not begun so far as we know 

Preferred contents: i 

3-4 emerging issues/challenges 

(already included in PFA but last 5 years have brought new urgency to need to: face, eg 
AIDS) 

+ concrete benchmarks /goals for areas which UNIFEM has identified , where statistical 

markers are possible : both past progress and agreed on goals - 

—would provide yardsticks for governments and NGOs to measure progress j 

III. NGO Access/accreditation: j 

Would it be possible to have same rules for each conference, so Beijing + 5 would be same as 
Social Summit, with 3 categories: went to Beijing; accredited to ECOSOC, and new requests 

Ann raised concern whether' document # 3 doable in present circumstance: has to be written and 
circulated by same staff struggling with # 2 and be ready by end of February?? Could;only be 
done and still not easy - if DAW contracts with writer, narrowly focuses on potential or 
emerging issues, and incorporate UNIFEM work on benchmarks 
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July 12 1 13 mtgs. at State 

(Includes Human rights NGOs and general NGOs) 

Goal of Human Rights NGO meeting: . Keep focus on human rights 
Questions: 

1. Number on delegation (s) including public members - 

To Regional meetings ? [ 

(in ’95 had 3 “permanent public members”) 

Prepcomm in March ? 

UNGA 

, Ann raised with Michael Southwick at 10. No specific limit (Number 10 = 

threshold exec branch employees for reporting back , but in practice they report each 
time) 

‘I 

Note: At human rights NGO meeting , Sameena Nazer requested that US govt, “sponsor” NGO 
delegation that is diverse racially, ethnically, and on issues and that AID sponsors NGOs from 
other countries j 

(If not all countries, esp. problem countries such as South Asia, Mideast. Teresa said will 
discuss with colleagues for key countries, based on Cairo +5 experience) ) 

Caution in discussing funding: Not widespread govt, funding -restrictions by Congress 

But consider targeting certain countries where participation really important (e.g. Pakistan) 
And try to encourage non-government funding | ' 

**Problems with visas ? asks that we be aware of potential problems with visas (Teresa: 
especially with financial documents required women from Asian countries, difficult to meet 
standards ) We will work with consulates to prepare for requests for visas. 

2. NGO Access to UN sessions j 

Problems at NCPD with access to General Assembly session ; 

5 slots on plenary program -then taken back ; 50 tickets to highest gallery only , 

(but: Sarah -not problem in working session ) . 

Aware possible problems at regional meetings -US will work to increase access 

Kathy Hendrix :Checlc to see what other countries/groups (e.g. Canada) are doing to ; bring in 

NGOs ; 

i ' 

3. Lessons learned from Cairo +5 process? : 

Peggy Curlin, CEDPA: “Keep your eye on main prize -marking progress “ I 
( Don’t get sucked into using energy on document ) , 

Teresa: ask all of your help how we use opportunity to reaffirm j 

(Did get change in Cairo language -turned out opposition = small minority but well 
organized and vocal) : 

COPY 


4. US Goal = A Political (Visionary) Declaration 

Affirming platform, commitment to build on, and extending platform and Nairobi strategy 
Include Commitments and Lessons learned 

Is this US goal ? What happened as result of “formal informals “at UN ? 1 

Teresa -not aware of meetings -but yes to goal of declaration as “chapeau “on five year 
review; will try to get date any future “formal informals” 

5. Perhaps ask agencies to hold open meetings as part of 5-year review ??. | 

■ . i 

. • i 


General NGO Questions ! 

I 

I 

4. Maria Reilly, Center of Concern | 

Question how to have input ; possibility of issue specific discussions with NGOs with 
specific areas of expertise ? : 

Teresa suggested could have separate group meetings as doing with Human Rights 

groups 

I 

5. June Zeitlin (see separate Zeitlin notes ) 

NGOs meeting in NY recommended: focus on action/outcomes 

reduce platform to fewer concrete areas ? j 

Use year to produce outcomes/results 
Bring International home: CEDAW, etc. 

6. CONGO June 3-4-plans 2day session — not NGO forum (Status on Women Commission 

voted not to hold NGO forum) i 

but will hold 2-day session to “prepare for UNGA” j 

(CONGO = NGOs recognized by ECOSOC ) ! 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Hillary, Maggie, Melanne (cc: Neel, Patti) 

Fr: Lisa 

Re: Suggested Media Strategy for UN Fourth World Conference on 
Women 

Dt: August 30,. 1995 ' 


Throughout your trip, it is important for us to underscore 
your longstanding work and advocacy on behalf of women, families 
and children. It is important to stress the interconnection 
between these issues: If women flourish, families flourish, 
economies flourish and therefore communities and societies are 
healthy, strong and flourishing. This will provide the Imedia 
with a context for your trip to Beijing and will also serve as 
the uniting theme, tying together your trips to Beijing, , 
Copenhagen and South Asia, and your speeches to the UN to all of 
the work that you have done here at home domestically on behalf 
of women, families and children not just as First Lady but over 
the past 25 years. While you are in Beijing, Carol Browner, Ann 
Bryan and Betsy Myers will serve as the principle spokespeople or 
voices for the conference here at home. 1 

• I 

I think to reinforce the notion of bringing your trip to 
Beijing home, it is important to schedule some listening sessions 
following the Atlanta and Santa Fe models upon your return. 

These events will serve to visually and substantively connect 
your trip to the UN Women's Conference to women in the United 
States. I would propose doing one or two with working women and 
one with young women (college or late high school age) . ,The 
event with young women could be pegged to the "back to school" 
theme and would communicate the importance to investing in the 
education of young women to the overall health of our economy and 
our society. The reason I suggest both working women and younger 
women events is to draw a connection between the two. Investing 
in and educating girls and younger women leads to working women 
who will contribute to a healthy and prosperous society. I 

In addition to scheduled events, we should give some thought 
to potential media opportunities. I have some thoughts Which I 
have outlined below. Maggie, Melanne and I agree that we do not 
want to make any commitments at this time and want to stay fluid 
to see how things go in China. I generally propose some (press 
opportunities while on the trip, followed by a series of ■ press 
opportunities when you return as a way to report back to the 
American people, particularly American women, on your trip. With 
all this. in mind, here are some suggested press opportunities and 
possible dates with the goal of riding out the positive press 
coverage and positive press relations we hope to gain on! this 
trip. I make a lot of suggestions so that you have a number of 
different options from which to pick and choose: 1 
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o 10 minute one-on-one interview with Judy Woodruff of CNN 
while in Beijing (Judy will be anchoring from Beijing during the 
Women's Conference). — September 6. ■ 

o 30 minute on the record wrap up session with travelling 
press corps. We should do this session in Mongolia on the 
terrace of the Guest House which Maggie says is beautiful. I 
would suggest having a very informal cocktail reception with the 
press on the terrace on September 7 and then do your wrap up 
session the following morning on September 8. It would be, a nice 
conclusion to the trip. — September 7 and September 8. 

o Dan Rather has requested a one-on-one interview with you 
upon your return for the evening news. He has requested to be 
the first prime time television interview. I would suggest pre- 
taping a 10 minute one-on-one interview with Dan Rather on 
September 11 to air that evening. What I like about the Rather 
interview as the first interview when you are back is that it 
establishes the Women's Conference and women's issues as a 
serious story. This will help to reinforce our message that 
women's issues are not "soft" issues. — September 11. I 

o Suggest a women's listening session event in DC/Baltimore 
area on September 11 or 12. Not only would this serve to 
immediately bring your trip to Beijing home, but it will also 
give fresh domestic b-roll footage to tie in with the footage 
from Beijing. If we do a women's listening session in a Icollege 
town (i.e. Baltimore), you could conduct a college press round 
table discussion to talk about your trip and women's issues after 
the listening session. If we do women's listening session in a 
college town, I would suggest going to a community college. I 
think it is. also important to do a listening session in the 
Midwest as soon as we can upon return. 

o 30 minute live appearance on "Good Morning America" with 
women from Atlanta and Santa Fe listening sessions to discuss UN 
Fourth World Conference on Women and related issues. The 
preference is to have you in the studio in NY with Joan Lunden 
and the women from the listening sessions and then have a 
satellite interaction with women at Beijing conference (probably 
Ela Bhatt and one other) — September 12 or 13. 

o Guest appearance on "Regis & Kathie Lee" from 9 am-10 am 
after "Good Morning America" while we are in NY. Regis and Kathie 
Lee has a huge women's audience and would be an important target 
group for you to hit. — September 12 or 13. 

o On the record press breakfast with Los Angeles Times. To 
be broadcast by C-SPAN. Not only is California an important 
state for us politically, but the Los Angeles Times understands 
international and Pacific Rim politics. In addition, it! has a 
large audience of opinion makers. — September 13 or 14. 
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o 30 minute one-on-one interview with Lanny Jones of People 
Magazine. You could do the interview with White House photo 
spread of photos taken during your trip. — Week of September 11 
to come out on the stands the week of September 18. I 

■| 

o Education trade press — Roundtable discussion with 
education reporters to talk importance of education of young 
women and girls to our economy and our society. — Week of 
September 11. (The week of September 11 is National Education 
Week and the President will be doing education events that week. 
This roundtable discussion would complement the President nicely 
and serve to get out our message.) 1 

o One hour of television satellites into major markets for 
their noon television shows, which are usually heavily female 
audiences. — ; September 14 or 15. j . 

o One hour of radio interview time with radio talk shows 
heavily geared to women's audiences. — September 14 or 15. 

o Host an on the record luncheon at White House for the 
editors of women's magazines. — Week of September 11 ori week of 
September 18. (I think this is something we should institute on 
a regular basis over the next year, perhaps once every three 
months.) 

o Do a background or on the record meeting with the 
"economic tong". (There are a number of tongs, or informal 
groups of reporters, that Mike McCurry is trying pull inf on a 
regular basis to see senior White House officials in order to 
give them more access and a context for their stories.) j You 
could talk about economic issues as they pertain to women. Mike 
McCurry thinks this would be a great idea. — Week of September 

18. , •! 

j 

, ■ ■ . i 

o Pitch a "Prime Time Live" segment which would be [done by 
Ann Compton that would tell the story of your trip to South Asia 
and Beijing and how those two trips relate to what you a!re doing 
here at home. Suggest air date September 13, the day before the 
Beijing conference ends, or a week later on September 20. This 
would probably entail a 20 minute one-on-one interview with Ann 
Compton . 

[ 

o Recycle portions of your speeches in China and your speech 
to the Denver Women's Economic Forum into an op ed for USA Today 
— week of September 18, preferably to run in the weekend edition 
which comes out on Friday, September 22. 

• i’ 

o If we were to go to the Midwest to do a listening session, 
we should give some thought to doing Oprah. It is a perfect 
target audience both demographically and in size. 

o We should make a special effort to reach out and ! talk to 
Catholic women should anything be ruffled by the right wing about 
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your trip to China. The could entail an interview with the 
Catholic Standard. ' ' ; | 

o We may want to consider reaching out and doing an 
interview with the largest Methodist newspaper in order to 
communicate directly with Methodist women about your trip. 
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MEMORANDUM 


TO: Maggie 
FR: Lisa 

RE: HRC Media Possibilities 
DT: August 31, 1995 


It is clear to me that Hillary is most comfortable doing 
press that is built around a specific purpose. I have mapped out 
a media plan around the Beijing Women's Conference and I ifeel we 
have a solid press strategy in place around the start of !the book 
tour. As Hillary embarks on her book tour, I think it is 
important to for us to consider returning to our 1992 campaign 
press strategy and have her do local interviews in the local 
markets. (See. Regional Press section below.) The benefit of. the 
book tour media is that Hillary will be at home and comfortable 
with the topic and therefore, the good press coverage on the book 
tour will give her good political mileage. 

■ • | 

In addition to the Beijing strategy and the book tour 
strategy, I have given a lot of thought over the past week to 
some press ideas for Hillary as she enters the fall and going 
into the campaign. I specifically thought about ways to jreach 
our targeted audiences, place Hillary in a positive light and 
make her feel comfortable. 

_ i 

1) Women's Media — Hillary should own the women's media.; By 
women's media I mean that media which reaches women and is 
produced by women and is heard and trusted by women. Hillary can 
accomplish this goal several different ways: j 

o Meet with the editors of the women's magazines once a 
month or once every two months. This can be done in New jYork and 
in Washington. It would be nice to alternate it. When the 
editors come to Washington, we could set up a morning briefing 
session with senior female Administration officials so that they 
are brought up to speed on the Administration's record. 

Hopefully, this outreach will produce stories in the womejn's 
magazines about the President's accomplishments and record and 
turn the editors into Clinton surrogates. 

o Women's television — We should have Hillary appear on 
local noon television shows either by satellite or in 'person when 
she is doing an event in a major media market. Local noon shows 
have large female viewership. In addition, the morning shows 
have large women's audiences. We should explore some additional 
creative ways to put Hillary on the morning shows. We are 
already off and running well on this front with the CBS This 
Morning show with the audience of mothers, the Good Morning 
America show with the women from the listening sessions to be 
done after Beijing and finally the children's town meeting around 
the book idea for the Today Show. Oprah and Regis and Khthie Lee 
are also important for us to consider. 
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o Women's sections of newspapers — These are not the 
"style" sections in most newspapers across the country, but 
rather the "features" sections. In fact, Hillary's column is 
running in the features sections of many papers. These sections 
are widely read by women. Hillary could write an op ed that 
could be sent out to these sections of newspapers across, the 
country. In addition, she could conduct interviews with 
reporters from these sections when she is in their local: market 
doing a women's listening session event. I 

i 

o Women's radio — Richard Strauss has a good list of radio 
talk shows that target women's audiences. Hillary likes to do 
radio interviews and has always been a fan of radio. We’ should 
capitalize on this, especially since radio is such an 
underutilized medium yet arguably one of the most powerful in 
terms of outreach. It would be wonderful if we could take an 
hour each week to talk to these different radio talk shows as 
well as to Clinton friendly radio talk shows. We could do 5-6 
interviews per hour of radio time. 

' I 

o Specialty . women' s press -- This is an untapped area for 
Hillary that I think could be wonderful for her. We could work 
with Peggy Lewis to come up with a list of targeted outlets that 
Hillary could speak with either on a conference call or in a 
roundtable situation. If. she prefers not to do anything on the 
record, we could write pieces under her name for these 
publications. It should not be too difficult to do since we can 
excerpt from her recent speeches. Some examples of specialty 
women's press outlets would include religious women's magazines 
and newsletters for educators and nurses. . We should speak with 
the trade associations about their publications and see .'which 
publications would be beneficial for Hillary to reach. These 
would be very targeted publicity shots. • 

I 

o Regular Mailings to Women's Media — We can coordinate 
with Betsy Myers and Lori McHugh to make sure that a Hillary 
Clinton weekly mailing of a speech or speeches, or clips from a 
particular event, or an op ed is sent to the women's media. 

2) Regional Media — We were- so successful during the 1992 
campaign in implementing this strategy. I think it is now time 
to think about returning to this strategy to reacquaint jpeople 
across the country through their local and hometown papers and 
television stations with Hillary Clinton. Hillary is comfortable 
with the local reporters and enjoys speaking with them, j This 
will help us get around her aversion to the national Washington 
media and serve to counter the tone of the national media. Just 
as in 1992, good local press will develop into a ripple effect 
which will begin to influence the coverage of the national 
newspapers. This regional press strategy will be important 
during the book tour as the book tour will present us with an 
opportunity to reacquaint Hillary with the public in a non- 
political setting and with a topic she is not only comfortable 
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with and has a lengthy history on but is also popular with 
Americans in general , ' particularly women. ! 

In addition, Hillary could take advantage of the visits of 
regional editors and reporters who are invited to White House, 
dinners as guests. We could have these people meet individually 
with Hillary for 10-15 minutes during the day when they come to 
town for a White House dinner. They could also meet with White 
'House senior staff. 

i 

3) Senior Media — Seniors, especially senior women, like 
Hillary. We should reinforce this, and perhaps begin to, target 
older American audiences. I think it is worth considering doing 
radio interviews into Florida in particular, and interviews with 
some of the senior trade publications. At present, we are 
tentatively slated to do an interview with The AARP Bulletin on 
September 12 on breast cancer, older women and mammograms to run 
in their October issue for Breast Cancer Awareness Month! We may 
want to work with Alexis Herman to check with various large 

consumer groups to explore new innovative ways to reach seniors. 

i 

4) College Press 

o Starting in the fall, I think it is important for;, Hillary 
to visit college campuses around the country and speak. College 
students are important voters. When on a campus, she could do 
interviews with the college radio station and do a roundtable 
, discussion with reporters from the local colleges and 
universities in the area we are visiting. We could also; think 
about hosting college newspapers here at the White House, and set 
them up with a morning briefing on the President's j 

accomplishments and then conclude with an interview with; the 
President. 

I 

o I would also propose that Hillary do something with U 
Magazine, a college magazine that has a circulation of 1:5 
million and is distributed to 325 college campuses around the US. 
The lead time is 3-4 months. Hillary could either write 1 an op ed 
or column or do an interview. ; 

5) College Television Interactive Hook Up — Hillary could 
partake in a college tv broadcast that would be an interactive 
hook up between college campuses in a particular target region of 
the country, perhaps the Midwest. For example, she could go to 
Michigan and base out of the University of Michigan and be 
connected with 10 colleges in the region. She could give a 
speech, teach a class or conduct a mini town meeting consisting ■ 
of questions and answers with students from the schools ; 
participating in the interactive hook-up. We could pitch this 
interactive program to be broadcast on CSPAN or PBS. j 

6) Clintons' 20th Wedding Anniversary — I think this is' a 

wonderful opportunity for Hillary. There are a variety of things 
that we can do-: i 
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o If Hillary is comfortable throwing a big party, we could 
give a wonderful photo spread to People magazine of photos from 
the party coupled with old photos of their honeymoon and of 
special moments for them over the past 20 years. It would be 
like creating a photo album for People magazine that could turn 
into a nice mail piece later on. i 

o Hillary could do an interview with one of the major 
women's magazines, probably Family Circle, about her anniversary. 

o This might be a nice time peg to have the President and 
Hillary do a special joint television interview with Barbara 
Walters. A Barbara Walters interview would attract an important 
audience of women and seniors. If we did an interview around the 
anniversary time peg, it would not appear to be political. If we 
pursued Barbara Walters on this front, we may want to entertain 
giving the first Hillary book television interview to someone 
else. 

7) Eleanor Roosevelt's Birthday — Eleanor Roosevelt's birthday 
is in October and it would be wonderful for Hillary to celebrate 
the birthday with a day of events at the White House. I think it 
is beneficial to Hillary to do historical events every month or 
every 6 weeks. These events will help place a context around her 
and what she is doing as .First Lady. We should look fori 
historical events to celebrate that will help put Hillary into an 
historical context. So often there is no historical context in 
stories written about Hillary. If we are able to place Her in 
situations which celebrate historical events, it may help to 
round out her image and make what she is doing seem less 'extreme 
or different in the eyes of the media. 

8) Election Day — We could use election day this year fdr 
Hillary to do, an event around women's suffrage. She received 
such wonderful publicity leading up to and on the anniversary of 
women's suffrage earlier this month that we should take advantage 
of an opportunity to keep that positive publicity going. 

9) Hillary Clinton Fan Club Visit — At the end of September, 
over 100 coordinators of the- Hillary Clinton Fan Club from the 
US, Japan and England will spend a day at the White House 
starting with a tour, then a briefing and ending with a 
reception. Since this event occurs on Friday, September 29, it 
would be wonderful to do a nice morning show piece with the 
Loves, the 70-year-old and 60-year-old husband and wife duo who 
organized the Hillary Clinton Fan Club, as a set up or certain 
raiser. They are wonderful surrogates for Hillary who come 
across so well on television. It would then be nice to have a 
feature story written that would run in the Sunday newspapers. I 
would suggest having Larry Knutson of the AP follow the members 
of the fan club around for the day, interview some of them and 
then have Hillary spend a little bit of time with him. We should 
get the broadest outreach possible with an AP story. We could 
also see if C-SPAN would be interested in covering Hillary 
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Clinton Fan Club Day at the White House. In addition to the AP 
story, we. could set up some. of the fan club members with I 
interviews with their hometown newspapers and radio stations so 
that we would get a nice national AP hit coupled with nice 
individual local hits. I think it would be great. 

i 

10) Town Meetings/Q and A Sessions with Specialized or Targeted 

Audiences — I think that Hillary thrives in venues that 'are 
televised town meeting-like or question and answer format's with a 
specialized audience. The CBS This Morning program with the 
audience of mothers for Mother's Day is a wonderful example. I 
think it would be wonderful to look for more opportunities like 
that which are good for Hillary and play so positively ini the 
media. Perhaps we could think about a town- meeting . with parents 
(maybe, we could peg one around Child Health Day in New York on 
October 2 since that is already on HRC's schedule) , a town 
meeting with senior citizens, a town meeting with children (like 
we are planning to do with the Today Show around Hillary's book), 
a town meeting with veterans around Veterans Day. We. could do 
these types of events m key political regions of the country and 
we. could work 'to have them televised either nationally by' a 
morning show or locally through an affiliate or PBS. ! 

11) Parenting magazines — There are 3-4 of these publications 
and Hillary recently wrote a piece for one of them about Chelsea. 
I think it makes sense for Hillary to do something with each one 
of these publications either in the form of an interview or 
writing a guest piece. I think it is important for her to stress 
the intergenerational theme with these publications. For 1 
example, she could write or talk about how her mother raised her 
and what she in turn learned from her mother in the way she has 
raised Chelsea. She could write or talk about how. her friends 
have chosen different ways to raise a family .either by being full 
time mothers or being working mothers, and how each parent needs 
to make the choice that is right for them. 

12) Internet — As Karen has said, Internet has become a very 
popular mode of communication. Hillary could speak to young 
women through Internet. I think Hillary would have fun with 
this, and I believe it would- not be too difficult to organize. 

We could invite women's media (ie. the women's magazines) i in to 
watch, her do such an event. It would make for a nice story in a 
women's magazine. 

In addition, People magazine is tinkering with the 
possibility of using Internet. They have been in touch with me 
about the prospect of having Hillary communicate with parents 
across the country about children and families through Internet. 
They would then run the transcript in the magazine. This eould 
be a really nice idea. They are still in the research stage and 
I am waiting to hear back from them. j 

13) Off the record dinners with opinion makers in New York — Sid 
Blumenthal has spoken with myself, Melanne and Hillary abopt 
having Hillary meet informally over dinner with some New York 



opinion makers in the media. I think this is a terrific idea, 
and perhaps we can have Sid take the lead on this. These are not 
the mainstream New York media, but rather those people whom the 
New York Times respects intellectually. These people do not know 
Hillary at all, and Sid thinks she would win them over | 
immediately. Because we know Hillary will win. them over, this 
will' lead to positive talk or chatter about Hillary in these 
circles which will help inoculate or diffuse any negatives that 
may arise in the mainstream press. He and I agree that it would 
be great if Hillary could do a some of these dinners over the 
upcoming months. Some of the people that Sid suggests inviting 
to such an informal dinner are: Bob Silver, editor of the New 
York Review; Victor Nevaski, editor of the Nation and Frhncis 
Fitzgerald. 

14) Video News Releases — We had terrific success with video 
news releases on the mammogram campaign. It would'be wonderful 
if we could work with Betsy Myers' shop to put together some 
video news releases of Hillary's listening sessions with women 
across the country. 

15) ABC Home Improvement — I know this may sound like a ’wild 
idea, but I think it is an interesting one to discuss. Rick 
Kaplan brought to my attention that Home Improvement would very 
much like to have Hillary make a guest appearance on its show. 
Home Improvement is the most popular television show on the air. 
They are willing to do a show on women, children and family 
issues or a show on whatever issues Hillary would like. The 
outreach would be enormous and it would present Hillary in a very 
likeable light I believe. Although I have some concerns that it 
diminishes the role of First Lady by going on a tv sitcom!, it is 
probably worth weighing it against what we believe we might be 
able to gain by such an appearance politically and image-wise. 

You probably know that Rick is 100 percent in favor of Hillary 
pursuing this project. ; 

16) Hillaryland Staff .Outreach to Media — I am dining out 
regularly with members of the White House press corps for ; lunch 
and dinner which I think is helpful to Hillary. I think it would 
be even better for Hillary if you, Melanne, Ann Stock, Ann Lewis, 
Lissa and Neel could carve out some time in your schedules to 
socialize more with the media. I think that the more of us who 
are out there informally and socially with the press the better 
it is for Hillary. I believe it would create enormous good will 
for Hillary since we can all tell wonderful Hillary anecdotes 
that humanize her and show the press the good person that; she is. 
(For example, Lissa always tells the anecdote about Hillary 
loving to have her twins come to the office.) I believe if we 
were all out there consistently, we would erode the notion in the 
press that sometimes exists of Hillary being in a bunker 
mentality. I could draw up a list of key national media and 
assign various reporters to each of us, developing a sort j of 
buddy system for the next year. (Much like the. way we did: during 
the health care reform debate with Administration officials.) 
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TO: 


Paige Alexander, AID/ENI j 

FROM: Julie Allaire-MacDonald, USAIB/Russia : 

I 

I . 

SUBJECT: Request for Recommendations on FLOTUS and POTUS Visits 

■. | 

POSSIBLE FLOTUS EVENTS: 

1. NGO Partners Roundtable: 

i 

i 

Attached in a longer memo are our suggestions for representatives of US and Russian 
partnership Organizations who could be invited, a brief description of the partnership and its 
accomplishments, and a blurb about the US representative. Information is provided about the 
purpose/accomplishments of the partnership, as well as benefits derived by US and Russian 
partners. ; 

The document is much longer than you requested, however we are attempting to respond to 
both ENI and WH questions, as well as those being posed by our Russian counterpart's. In 
addition, we are preparing a list of prospective invitees, as requested by our contact at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This list is longer than you estimated, however we expect that 
people will be cut from the list by either the USG or GOR, and others may be unable to attend. 
(The list will simply extract participant names from the memo). ! 

2. Small Business Development Site Visit ! 

I 

Moscow is very limited in terms of small business site visit opportunities, since over 90% of 
USAID’s business development portfolio is in the regions. That said, there are a couple of 
things that we could offer. j 

*CBSD (the Center for Business Skills Development) was on the slate for the POTUS team, 
and we have already done a couple of walk-throughs. It is a nice site as it combines the 
public/private partnership aspect with business training, and is located in a historically] 
significant site and has been nicely renovated. Thirty-three percent of the managers who have 
gone through the program are women. J ■ 

* There is also a great client of our Business Volunteer Program - the Russian National 
Symphony had an IESC volunteer and they drastically revised their fund raising and marketing 
efforts as a result of the assignment. | 
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* Then there is the Junior Achievement Russia grant agreement that is pending - this could 
present an opportunity for a signing event, and would fit in with the youthful push (next j 
generation, training, etc.) in their program. We have previously suggested this as a possible 
joint event for the two first ladies, given the cancellation of the NGO conference. 

I 

Note: we do not think BCC would make a good site visit. The office does not lend itself well 
to large groups and it is not much of a "hands-on" activity - the majority of their work is; done 
outside of the office and over the Internet. Likewise, CSRE (the acronym for ACDI/VOCA 
volunteer program) does not have any significant or noteworthy clients in the area - the j 
majority of their successful assignments have been in Khabarovsk and Novgorod. We also 
believe that there are other Americans besides Sharon Tennison (CCI) involved with USAID’s 
business portfolio who can provide a fresh take on things. Lastly, the Association of j 
American-Russian Women does not have any activities in the region - they are affiliated with 
the Volkhov Incubator well outside of both Moscow and St. Petersburg. 1 

’■ j 

3. Possible Rule-of-Law Site Visit/Event in Moscow : 

s 

Background: The Supreme Commercial Court of the Russian Federation (SCC) (also known as 
the Supreme Arbitration Court) is the highest court in Russia’s system of courts having 
jurisdiction over disputes between businesses (including foreign investors), or between > 
businesses and subdivisions of the RF government (i.e., disputes concerning taxes, customs, 
etc.). There are approximately 2,500 judges nationally in the RF commercial court system. The 
chairman or Chief Justice of the SCC is Veniamin Fyodorovich Yakovlev, a former Minister of 
Justice of the USSR. The Russian-American Judicial Partnership (RAJP) is a program of ; 

" partnership between the National Judicial College, a national judicial training institution located 
in Reno, Nevada, and the Russian judiciary. The Russian judicial partners include the SCC.i 

Proposed Event : If Chief Justice Yakovlev were available, an event could be held in his office 
that would be attended by judges of his court, including w omen judg es, who have received ; 
training through RAJP and other USAID-funded programs. The event could also be attended by 
practicing Russian attorneys who had participated as both trainers and audience at continuing 
legal education (CLE) events organized by the American Bar Association (ABA-CEELI) ini 
- Russia. The SCC is located at Malyi Khariton ’evskiy pereulok, dom 12, in the general j 
neighborhood of Turgenevskaya Metro. 

’ . ’ ■ • _ ,j 

Alternative Proposed Event: If the facilities were available and an agreement were reached, the 
Dean of Moscow State University Law School could host an event on his campus highlighting 
the importance of legal education. The event could be attended by law students, and by practicing 
attorneys and judges who have participated in training programs funded by USAID through; 
ABA-CEELI and through the Russian-American Judicial Partnership (see description above). 

The Dean has been a lecturer for ABA-CEELI CLE programs in the past (see above). i 
Moscow State University Law School is on the main campus of the University in the Sparrow 
Hills region of Moscow. 
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POSSIBLE POTUS DROP-IN VISIT 

' 

1. Andrei Sakharov Museum and Center During the last three years, with support from 

USAID, the Center has strengthened its role as a support center and clearinghouse for human 
rights NGOs throughout Russia. Dozens of conferences and training seminars have been held 
arthe-Center with the participation of Russian NGOs working in such areas as the mass media; 
Russian psychiatry and human rights; prison reform; the life of Andrei Sakharov; the aftermath 
of the Chechen war; the status of refugees; and relations between the Russian Federation and 
other former republics of the USSR. Each year, thousands of people visit the museum and 
center to conduct research, view exhibits and attend seminars. The library collection of 
Russian and foreign language materials has grown to several thousand books and' numerous 
periodicals. j 

Proposed event: A walk-through of library facilities and exhibition areas. ; 

2. Intemews Russia: there are several possibilities, depending upon time available. Intefnews 

facilities are modest (small and even somewhat cramped) so size of the POTUS entourage is a 
big issue. If small, they could have a fascinating walkthrough of the editing and broadcasting 
areas. If size cannot be kept down, several options exist for a larger group. 1 

! 

Proposed events : 

(1) Observe/ participate in broadcast courses in Intemews’s main seminar room: 1 

We can arrange Clinton's visit to coincide with an Intemews teaching seminar or a class; of the 
Pozner School of Broadcast Journalism. Perhaps Clinton would enjoy either observing ] 
participating in a practice talk show forum with Pozner (and/or his best student) serving as the 
moderator and inviting questions from promising regional television students. This practice 
session could be video taped and made available as a news item for the major networks. ; 

Clinton's participation in a video-taped teaching seminar would (a) show vividly what Intemews 
regularly does as it conducts its primary (training) mission; (b) help teach a number of probably 
very excited regional TV journalists how to conduct an interview or discussion with a very high 
ranking official; (c) provide a nicely telegenic moment for news coverage by the major Russian 
and/or U.S. television networks; and (d) the taped training video could also be used in the, future 
for Intemews training seminars. 

(2) Intemews also has a room set up to conduct video conferences, so a "television bridge'' or 

video conference could be conducted with another interesting site — say — a successful regional 
independent television station(s). 1 

I 

(3) Clinton could visit Intemews' editing rooms and observe the editing of programs in progress 
or view selected fragments of such shows as "The Fourth Estate", "The Anatomy of Feelings," or 
other Open Skies programming. Better still, he could provide an interview for showing oh one 
of these shows, e.g., an interview on media coverage of the President for "Fourth Estate." j 
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(4) News Conference and/or Dinner/Lunch Event: Intemews is located in the Union of 
Journalists House of Journalists, which has (a) a sizable conference hall that could handle an 
audience of several hundred journalists or other guests and (b) a fairly nice restaurant — most 
famous for its pelmeny. 

I 

cleared: j 

Mark Ward, AID Date 

Ed Salazar, POL _ Date: . | 
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March 10, 1998 

- i 

MEMORANDUM : 

i 

TO: Christy Macy , 

FROM: Nicole Rabner ; 

RE: Brain Awareness Week Speech j 

! 

1 thought I would put my thoughts on paper for you about Mrs. Clinton’s 3/18/98 speech, in 
which she will receive the Decade of the Brain Award from the Society for Neuroscience (a 
professional association of neuroscientists). The First Lady will receive the award at'a Capitol 
Hill reception for Brain Awareness Week, a week of events designed to highlight the i importance 
of neuroscience which is sponsored (and founded) by the Dana Alliance (another, arguably more 
exclusive neuroscientific association), in conjunction with other organizations, including the 
Society for Neuroscience. 

By way of background for the speech, I think it would be useful for you to read two past remarks 
of the First Lady: (1) the speech to the Society for Research in Child Development in February or 
March of 1 997, and (2) the speeches she and the President gave at the White House Conference 
on Early Childhood Development and Learning on April 17, 1997. ! 

’ ' I 

Here are my thoughts on key points for her speech: i 

( 1 ) Recognize the importance of the work of neuroscientists and the acknowledge the 
progress that has been made in the field. In particular, stress the contribution that 
neuroscience has made to helping us to understand and focus on early childhood 
development. Laud the maturation of the field of neuroscience and highlight the 
important implications that these findings have had for policy development in the field of 
early childhood. 

(2) Stress that what we now know has more than implications for policy implementation, but 
also points to so many more questions to be answered. In particular, note that jin the 
coming years -- because of the research that is being done today (specifically, a brain- 
mapping procedure called functional magnetic resonance imaging) by many affiliated 
with these groups - we should be able to learn about and better diagnose and treat 
learning disorder — to understand why it is that some children have a hard time reading 
and learning. These insights to come will have profound implications for our ability to 
treat these learning disorders. [When I spoke with HRC about this speech, she [said she 
wanted to stress that if we are going to “fulfill the promise” of what we know how about 
early brain development, we must continue to explore and invest.] 

(3) Highlight the President’s commitment to greater investment in research (see attached). 
There is great excitement in the field for this commitment — this is an important way to 
talk about the great excitement for future things to come. We can talk about it; in terms of 
“Gifts to the Future” and the millenium, as the POTUS did in the SOTU. : 
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(4) Highlight some of our investments (see POTUS WH Conference speech, 4/17/97) and the 
child care initiative — particularly the investment in early learning in the child care 
initiative — as ways in which public policy is being shaped by the research that the 
scientific community is doing. 


You may also consider alluding to HRC’s history on this issue — at Yale, she studiedjat the Yale 
Child Study Center, and has talked about how much more we know today than when [she was 
there almost 20 years ago. Of course, we’ll also want to say nice things about Brain Awareness 
Week, the Dana Alliance, the Society for Neuroscience, and the Decade of the Brain.! 


r 

Dr. Duane Alexander from the NIH prepared the attached paper on current NIH research — it’s 
very detailed, but, will give you a sense of the research now underway. . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

^ MEMORANDUM 


July 2, 1997 

To: Tony Blinken 
Vinca Lafleur 

From: Melanne Verveer 

Re: President’s Remarks in Poland and Romania 


A year ago this week the First Lady visited Romania and Poland. In her messages there she 
stressed the importance of women’s participation in all aspects of life in the new democracies 
and the importance of building the civil society. Hopefully, the President can mention the First 
Lady’s visits and that she would have Joved to return with him. However, at the same time he 
will be in Poland and Romania, she will be in Vienna participating in a conference for Eastern 
and Central European women called “Vital Voices in Building the New Democracies.” yomen 
from Poland and Romania will be participating in the conference. Participation in the conference 
is another example of how these countries are working to sustain and deepen their democratic 
transformation. ! 


Also, Mrs. Clinton will be announcing a new aid initiative (specifics attached). The President 
might want to add something like: “I have also asked the First Lady to announce at the 
Conference that the US government will provide an additional $3 million to support women’s 
participation in democracy building in this region. And we are working to ensure that women 
have greater access to the whole range of democracy programs we are supporting.” 
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MEMORANDUM FOR NICOLE RABNER 


From: 

Date: 

Re: 


Michael O’ Mary 
Sept. 9, 1997 
ECDC Report 


1 

I 



“How are the Children”, the report of the White House Conference on Early Childhood j 
Development, does little to underline the important role of the President and First Lady in' 
bringing the conference together. It attempts to share the knowledge presented at the conference 
without sufficient regards to its source. In order to alleviate this problem, I would suggestjthe 
following revisions be made: • 

A letter of introduction by the President should be added to the beginning of the 
text. This letter should underline the important nature of disseminating j 
information about early childhood development. Furthermore, the President 
should thank the First Lady for her central role in planning and implementing the 
conference. (No more than one page, preferably not more than 3 paragraphs.) 



A forward, written by Mrs. Clinton, should come after the letter of introduction by 
the President. In this forward, the First Lady can underscore her lifelong i 
commitment to these issues and subtly mention the role that she played in , 
bringing this conference together. Furthermore, she can mention the important 
role that the President has played in children’s issues and underscore the j 
achievements of the administration in this area. 










Each section and subsection of the report should have a quote by the President, 
First Lady or some other participant in the conference. (Where this quote is 
placed, whether at the beginning, or as a pull quote within the text can be , 
determined later.) What the report currently lacks is an acknowledgment that the 
information being presented is the result of a conference and not simply a large 
research effort. By bringing in the words of the participants, the link between the 
conference and the information presented can be better established. 

Finally, I would suggest publication of this report in an enticing format. Rather 
than simply publishing the text, pictures of the conference should be included, 
especially those featuring the President and First Lady front and center. A 1 
magazine type approach would really be effective and would really highlight the 
role of the White House in putting the conference together. ! 
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March 29, 1997 


MEMORANDUM FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 


FROM: 

NicoleRabner 
Pauline Abernathy 

* 

CC: 

Melanne Verveer 
Ellen Lovell 
Elena Kagan 

i 

1 

RE: 

White House Conference on Early Childhood Development and Learning: 
What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Children 


Attached please find two binders for your review, to give you a sense of the status of the : 
preparations for the White House Conference on Early Childhood Development and Learning: 
What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Children. | 

One binder focuses on the Conference itself and other on the policy development process! 

Conference Preparations 

; ' 

There has been an overwhelming amount of interest in this Conference, with letters and materials 
forwarded from all over the country. Our aim is to is to involve as many people as possible in 
the satellite conferences that are being planned, as invitations to the White House event will be 
contrained by space limitations. In developing the audience and participant lists, we have 1 
continued to consult widely, with David Hamburg, Lucy Hackney and Melissa Ludke being 
particularly helpful with assessments. I 

Audience for Conference j 

Last week, we extended the first group of formal invitations to the Conference, to approximately 
100 leaders of a variety of sectors of society that bear on early childhood development, from the 
academic and research communities to the corporate sector, from the foundation community to 
advocates and association leaders. We aimed for diversity of race and gender. Upon the advice 
of White House Inter-Governmental Affairs and the National Governors’ Association, we have 
invited the six members of the NGA Task Force on Young Children, and extended an invitation 
for the two chairs of the task force (V oinovich and Miller) to participate with tbd speaking roles. 

■i 

Included in the attached binder on the Conference are two lists, one list of those we have already 

COPY ! 


invited, and another of those whom we considered and hope to involve either in the satellite 
conference in Room 450 OEOB or elsewhere around the country. j 

. ■ i 

j 

Please note that we are able extend a limited number of additional invitations. Since we 'can 
accommodate approximately 130 people in the State Dining Room for lunch, that is the number 
we aim to involve in the Conference. 105 invitations have been extended, and we are reserving 
approximately 10-15 additional spaces for members of Congress, as well as some for parents of 
young children to participate in the discussion section. . [ 

Please review the lists and advise if there are additional people you would like to include. 

Conference Agenda 1 

The Agenda remains as we had discussed before your trip: opening remarks by you and the 
President, a first session focusing on an examination of current research on the brain and [its 
applications for parents and caregivers, a working luncheon, and an afternoon session exploring 
model efforts of all sectors of society to support parents and enhance early childhood j 
development. 

Session One: Examination of Current Research 

! 

We have been working closely with the six experts who we have confirmed will make up| this 
session. Their challenge is to provide a succinct overview of current research on the brain and its 
applications for direct services for children and parents, and to respond to questions and concerns 
of parents about children’s earliest development. David Hamburg, who as you know has agreed 
to moderate this session, and Nicole have been speaking by conference call with the participants 
to develop the presentations. The session will begin with Dr. Hamburg providing a brief; 
overview. Dr. Donald Cohen, Director of the Yale Child Study Center, will initiate the review of 
research with a discussion of what we know about the developing child and his/her behavioral 
and social growth from birth through infancy. Dr. Carla Shatz, a foremost neuroscientist [from 
University of California at Berkeley, will turn the discussion to what is happening with brain 
development, i.e. take us behind the behavior to what is happening with the wiring and the 
development of the brain. Dr. Patricia Kuhl, a cognitive development expert who focuses on 
language development in infants, will provide an example of that wiring at work with an ; 
overview of how the infants learn language. I 

I 

Dr. Hamburg will then turn the discussion to a broad examination of how this research is used by 
those who directly serve our youngest children and their parents — an obstetrician (Dr. Ezra 
Davidson, a renowned African-American doctor from Los Angeles) will speak about the 
significance of pre-natal care; a pediatrician (Dr. Brazelton) will comment on the way pediatrics 
has benefited from the research and the responsibility of pediatricians to impart guidance on the 
emotional, social and cognitive developmental of children to parents; and, lastly, a child care 
expert (Dr. Deborah Phillips from the Institute of Medicine) will speak about how child care 
providers need to be guided by the research findings. 

COPY 


Finally, we hope you will moderate the discussion session that will follow, by posing questions 
to the experts that represent the “top concerns” of parents. As you know, Zero to Three is 
presently conducting a poll with parents to gauge what questions they would want to ask the 
leading experts: these questions will frame our discussion. We hope also to have some piarents in 
the audience who can pose some of these questions themselves. ' 

Session 2: Applying the Knowledge. J 

Recommended Participants . We envision the afternoon session as a round table discussion 
exploring model community efforts to support parents and enhance early childhood development. 
Attached is a list of the people we recommend be on the stage with you for this discussion and 
the rationale for our recommendation. We have invited each of these people but we have 
deliberately not yet confirmed their participation in the round table discussion so we could get 
your input. Our goal was to make sure they could discuss issues of child care, home visiting, 
effective parenting, health care, and safety, as well as community involvement. ! 

We have tried to keep this group small so that the discussion can be more informal and j 
meaningful and to provide time to engage the audience. For instance, we envision that during 
the discussion of child care, the President or you might ask the Navy Rear Admiral who overseas 
the Navy’s child care and parenting programs to stand, either to acknowledge DoD’s model 
programs or to ask for his comment on the discussion. 


We thought the governors would fit best into the discussion as respondents, called on to respond 
to what has been said and discuss how state policies can support these community efforts: 
Additional information on the people we are recommending for the discussion is included in 
binder. 


Much to our surprise, we have had difficulty finding the perfect person from the faith community 
to participate in the round table discussion. Flo is now exploring the possibility of a nun who 
founded a crisis nursery in Cleveland, another nun in St. Louis who works with infants and 
toddlers through Catholic Charities, and another woman in St. Louis who is part of immunization 
and well-baby programs for the Archbishop’s Commission on Health. We will explore these 
possibilities further but our current inclination is to include the faith community in the audience, 
but not on the round table. However, we might then want to ask Regina Battle who runs a model 
Early Head Start program in Jackson, MS to take Dwayne Crompton’s place so that there would 
be at least three women among the 7 discussants, not including the President, you or the two 
male governors. j 

Policy Announcements . I 


As you know, we had initially discussed that there would be a third session for policy and other 
announcements. However, after consulting with White House staff such as Ann Lewis and John 
Podesta, we now recommend that announcements be made in the context of the second round 
table discussion. Because of the President’s physical therapy, we will be starting the conference 
later in the day and do not want the conference to go so late that reporters will not have time to 



file their stories. In addition, it may make the second session more interesting if the President 
and you respond to the discussion with policy announcements. We would give reporters 
background material in advance, perhaps in the morning or embargoed the day before the 
Conference, so that they would know what to look for and have the information they need to 
write their stories. 

We are currently reviewing the attached binder of agency responses to the President’s j 
memorandum asking what agencies are doing Or could do to enhance early childhood i 
development. We are aggressively exploring options on child care. We also expect to be able to 
announce the following items at or around the conference: 

Consumer Product Safety Commission “recall roundup.” The Consumer Product 
Safety Commission is doing its first-ever nationwide “recall roundup” of previously 
recalled products on April 16. The Commission will highlight the products responsible 
for the most deaths of infants and young children, such as Old cribs, bean bags, and 
hammocks. There will be local events in most states and the story is expected to; 
dominate the local news. Ann Brown has invited your participation in the launch. 

America Reads Parenting Kits. We plan to release some terrific kits for parents of 
children 0-5 that Education, HHS, and the Corporation for National Service havelput 
together. The kits include activities for parents and caregivers, a calendar and a growth 
chart with suggested activities. 1 

■ ■ I 

Executive order requiring agencies to consider children’s health. The EPA h|as 
proposed a presidential executive order on children’s health and the environment which is 
in the works. ! 

\ • ' ■ _ ■ . i- 

Prescription for Reading. If all goes as planned, we hope to announce the national 
effort during the week of the conference, and to hi 
second session, which includes Dr. Zuckerman. 
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Earlier Work 
With Children 
Steers Them 
From Crime. 


By JANE E. BRODYj 
Programs that seek to reduce vio- 
lence, drug abusg^pregnancy and 
other dangerous orutthejUthyj activl- 
tissjHaong adulesLcms ai t^^orious 
■ doing too little too late and 
great a cost 
But a new study has shown [that b> 
starring early — in grades one 
thn :h six — to foster an interest in 
school and learning among children 
and to enhance their self-esteem, 
many of these risky behaviors can be 
averted and school performance and 
attendance can be improved through 
high school. | 

At the same time, an independer 
analysis of the study showed, cj ' 
^unities can save money oy-er and 
ab&v64h e cost of su stua^reyentlve 
effort I 

The findings of this 12-yeaT| study, 
published today in the journal Ar- 
chives of Pediatrics and Adolescent 
Medicine, showed that coaching 
teachers and parents on how [best to 
encourage young children’s involve- 
ment and interest in school and 
teaching children how to interact so- 
cially can have a significant long- 
term effect on their behavior and 
academic achievement | 

The study involved schools with 
tcrime- 
of the 


students from Seattle’s most 
ridden neighborhoods. Some 
schools got the intervention pijogram 
designed for the study and the other 
comparable schools did not | 
Compared to students who did not 
receive the elementary school inter- 
vention program, by age 18j those 
who did were 19 percent less likely to 
have committed violent acts, 38 per- 
cent less likely to indulge in| heavy 
drinking, 13 percent less likely to 
engage in sexual intercourse, 19 per- 
cent less likely to have had multiple 
sex partners and 35 percent less like- 
ly to have caused a pregnancy or to 
have become pregnant | 

The effects on curbing sexual be- 
havior and teen-age pregnancy were' 
achieved "without ever using [the ‘S’ 
word,’’ said Dr. J. David Hawkins, 
the principal investigator andja pro- 
fessor of social work at the Universi- 
ty of Washington. "It’s amazing to 
see these outcomes,” he said.| 
Students who attended the schools 
with intervention programs also 
were more likely to stay in [school 
and to achieve higher grades, al-. 
though there was no significant im- 
pact on their experimentation with 
drugs or cigarettes. j 

Jane Quinn, who studied youth pro- 


grams at the Carnegie Council on 
Adolescent Development, praised 
the Seattle program as one of the 
very best she has reviewed. Ms. 
Quinn, who is now program director 
at the DeWitt Wallace-Reader's Di- 
gest Fund, said the study has three 
“remarkable features: One, the in- 
tervention is quite simple and 
straightforward, something that any 
community could adopt; two, it 
works with people who are already 
involved in the lives of children and 
recognizes young people as agents in 
their own development, and, three, it 
has powerful long-term results — a 
six-year follow-up is very unusual.” 
Dr. Roger Weissberg, professor of 
psychology at the University of Illi- 
nois at Chicago, called the Seattle 
ork exemplary in its attention to 
social and emotional issues as well 
academic performance. 

The study involved three efforts: 
ith teachers in each of the six 
ades, with parents and with the 
dents. During five days of in-serv- 
ice training, teachers were taught 
how to foster cooperative learning 
among students so that each child is 
rewarded for having contributed to 
the achievements of the group. 

Dr. Hawkins explained that the 
underlying goal was to help children 
“develop a commitment to school, to 
value education and to become emo- 
tionally attached to their school, 
teachers and peers.” 

“This in turn can give them the 
motivation to live in a positive, re- 
sponsible way," Dr. Hawkins said. 

Parenting programs were offered 
to the parents of every student in the 
experimental classrooms. Over all, 
43 percent of these parents partici- 
pated. Parents were encouraged to 
reinforce desirable behavior and to 
provide consistent discipline. They 
were also shown how to help their 
children succeed academically. 

• As for the children themselves, 
their guidance started in school in 
the first grade with learning how to 
solve interpersonal problems, take 
turns and talk positively to them- 
selves. In sixth grade the students 
were offered four one-hour training 
sessions in refusal skills — how to 
say "No” and still keep their friends. 

; The full cost of the program over 
the six years of intervention' was 
calculated at nearly 53,000 a child. 
However, Dr. Hawkins noted that if 
such a program were adopted in a 
school system, the actual ongoing 
costs would be lower because teach- 
er training would not be repeated 
annually. 

But even at the full cost of the 
program, the Washington State Insti- 
tute for Public Policy demonstrated 
that the intervention would be cost- 
effective if all that it achieved was a 
reduction in crime. The institute cal- 
culated a taxpayer savings of 21 per- 
cent just from the reduction in the 
number of felonies committed. 
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HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
MAQUEHUE [HEALTH CLINIC ROUNDTABLE 
TEMUCO, CHILE 
APRIL 18, 1998 

Thank you, Don Pancho, for that kind introduction. I’m so pleased to have had the 
chance to come here to tour this wonderful clinic, to meet you and Dr. Solar and Janet ~P 

Dolder de Mena and the children, and to see what you’ve accomplished together. I also 
greatly enj oyed the dancing and the musicians, and the Machi’s drums. I now ^ 

understand, a little better, the] enormous spirit and energy and caring that has helped make 
this clinic the success that it is. ! 


I spoke about coming to this 


clinic in my remarks to the Pan American Health 





Organization conference in Santiago a few days ago, because I believed what you are CA^ 

doing at this clinic is a model that we can all learn from. And now that I’ve toured this 

facility, I’ve seen this medical partnership that you’ve created first hand, and how it’s ^ 



«U^~ 

V n n £A^ i ^ 


benefitted the health and well being of the Mapuche people 

I have just come from a Majjuche cultural center not far from here, and I was introduced 
to the beautiful and powerful culture of the Mapuche people. I’ve learned that the 
Mapuche have a rich tradition of song and dance, and a deep connection to the streams 
and mountains and natural bjeauty that surrounds you. That women have always been 
strong leaders and healers among you. And that for centuries, you have pulled together 
your resources and drawn on your strong family tradition to improve the lives ofyour 
people, and to serve your community. 


That proud history and dynamic culture are reflected here today, as you face another 
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kind of challenge. Now, you are serving your community by creating successful health 
clinics like this one, providing better education for your children, and greater ; 


\^ / ^' opportunities for women anil families to become economically self sufficient. 











The key to your success, I Relieve, is that you are working as partners - and respecting , 

each other’s differences. We see here a partnership that brings together the Chilean r™ Xy ^ 
government’s health clinic system, that has made such progress in reaching out to ^ 

communities over the past few years; your Mapuche leaders, and particularly your CXJ2<-<J^ f 

healers, who hold centuries worth of of knowledge about herbal and other traditional 
healing practices; and PAHO -- which has played such an extraordinary role in; " AJUk 

improving health conditions and services in communities like this throughout the 
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• And as a result of all of this partnership, progress is clearly being made. Hospitals now 

include a Mapuche cultural space'inside the facility, where an intercultural facilitator 
works with other health workers; information on diseases is being better shared; health 
workers are being trained in rural communities, and teams of doctors are now going out 
into remote areas. 1 

• I’m convinced that many of t le ideas and practices that you are carrying out here at this 
clinic could be equally applied -- with the same benefits — in our Native American 
communities in the United States. 

• . Today, as we discuss the cha lenges that you continue to face here in Temuco, the leaders 

of this hemisphere are meeti ig in Santiago at the Second Summit of the Americas. They 
are reviewing major initiatives to reduce poverty and combat discrimination. They are 
committing the governments of the Americas to take the lead in expanding access and 
improving the quality of education and of health. They recognize that enhancing human 
development is crucial to sustaining economic development and trade — and vital to 
strengthening democracy arojund the hemisphere. And they understand that in order to 
wipe out poverty, and open up opportunities for progress, that there must a renewed focus 
on health. 

• The Summit’s Plan of Action calls for governments, among other things, to develop 

public and private partnerships to ensure greater access to drugs and vaccines, j 
particularly in communities in need like this one, as well as support for regional 
initiatives in research to reduce the spread of disease. The potential for health ; 
technologies in the 21st Century -- whether it’s telemedicine or sharing research on the 
Internet - must be realized Here, at this level of primary care, not solely at the most 
sophisticated levels of the health system. ( 

• I wish the Summit leaders Jould be here today, to see how important these commitments 
would be to communities suj:h as this one. 

• Before we begin our discussion here today, I want to urge you to continue your valuable 
work here at the clinic. Because this spirit of cooperation that I see here today, and your 
commitment to draw on and respect the strengths of every partner, is not only the key to 
better health services - andfa better life - for the Mapuche community. It’s the : 
foundation for a stronger, more democratic society here in Chile, and across the j 
Americas. 

'(■ . 

• I look forward to our discussion now, and hearing from you what has worked, what the 

challenges are, and how -- even when it is difficult -- you have continued to leant from 
each other. Because surely those are the lessons we all must learn if we are going to meet 
the challenges ahead. i 
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HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
TALKING POINTS 

MAPUCHE CULTURAL CENTER/STUDENT RESIDENCE 
TEMUCO, CHILE 
APRIL 18, 1998 
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I’m so pleased to be here in Temuco, and to have the pleasure of seeing this Mapuche 
Cultural Center and Student Residence. Thank you to Don Eusebio, Quentin Harris, and 
“Dona Agustina” for giving me the tour. I’m very proud that the Peace Corps has been 
involved in helping to build and expand a center that has had such a positive impact on 
this community. | 

I also want to thank the students who just sang the Chilean national anthem in their 
Mapuche language, and performed the “Mazatum Purun” dance. I particularly loved the 
poem about your Mapuche hero, Lautaro. We have a number of brave heroes like him 
in our American history as well. 

I have been looking forward to this trip, because all of us today will have an opportunity 

to see projects and programs that are working effectively to improve the lives of the U 

people. And here in Temuco we will also see a reflection of what the heads of state are 

now discussing back in Santiago. At the Second Summit of the Americas, our leaders ^ 

are talking about how to implement a second generation of reforms that will have a , 

direct impact on your lives here and on the lives of everyone who lives in the Americas. jP- 

In making those new commitments to strengthen democracy, and to open up the circles of 

opportunity for our citizens] our leaders are asking how they can be sure that you — the , ,/ct _Q}ryle~ 

people of Temuco-- have ac'cess to a fair and equitable system of justice; they are asking 

how to better strengthen local government, and how to encourage the kinds of , C^uMk~r- 

partnerships between government and local organizations and communities that we see so 

clearly have been made here at the Cultural Center. 

These kinds of commitment ~ to education, to free trade, to economic growth - are 

made in cities like Washington, D.C., or Santiago, but they are fulfilled here, in .' 

i mm unities like Temuco; (where citizens elect mayors, and determine priorities, and \ 

make sure government delivers services that respond to their needs. ^ 

I’m glad that our first stop of this day is at a place that honors education, and treasures 
tradition. By giving these young students the opportunity to board here, and go to good \ 

schools, you are reflectingla deeply held belief that education is the key to progress and ppf- 

prosperity for this Mapuche community. And here again, the leaders of the Summit have OyUA' 

made education their high'est priority ~ the single most important investment a country v — 
can make to improve the lives of its people, and secure a better future for their children.. 

J) [ ; 
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These kinds of commitments ~ to education, to free trade, to economic growth -- are 
made in cities like Washington, D.C., or Santiago, but they are fulfilled here, in 
communities like TemucoJwhere citizens elect mayors, and determine priorities, and 
make sure government delivers services that respond to their needs. 
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This cultural center underscores another value that we all hold in common. Treating each 
other with respect, and celebrating each unique contribution to the community, are 1 the 
foundations of a caring and just society. By educating these young people in the j 
traditions, history and culture of the Mapuche, you are saying to them: we must preserve 
the heritage that has sustained and inspired us through so many difficult times, and 
which so enriches our lives today. By making sure they get the best possible education, 
you are saying: we care abov t the future of the next generation. ' 

This cultural center highlights a central theme that we will see throughout our visit to 
Temuco today, and that’s the power of public/private partnership. You’ve already heard 
about how the Peace Corps has worked with the Mapuche leaders and volunteers to help 
build and expand this center! But there are other partners as well. The materials for this 
project were paid for by USAID; an American foundation (the Chase -Manhattan 
Foundation); and two Chilea 1 foundations. The land we are standing on was donated by 
the municipality of Temuco. Everyone had a stake in making this Center a success, and 
in strengthening the values tnat it stands for. And everyone has played a role. ( 



When we leave here today, \ye will be visiting a health clinic, where the Mapuchehealep 


and the clinic’s doctors are s 
other. And later on, we will 


haring information and practices, and leammgTrortfeach 
{meet with a group of women entrepreneurs^ whose lives 


have been transformed by getting access to microcredit, apd-sfarting their own 


tpddi. 
* 


businesses. So as we’ve seen here, we will see howpthdr communities are working - — 
together, boosting^ducation] and training, and expanding opportunities, in order to create 
better lives for the pedjflea^&isregion. jQjJL 3 

We are truly grateful for thil introduction to Temuco, and for the opportunity to i 
experience the rich cultural and spiritual heritage of the Mapuche people. Whether it’s 
here at the school, or throughout this community, you are opening up new windows of 
opportunity for your peoplelto make progress. You are passing down traditions and 
values that were honored by your parents and grandparents. And you are contributing to 
the kind of society that we need to ensure strong democracies in the future. These are the 
same challenges we are all grappling with — here in Chile, and throughout the ; 

hemisphere. So let’s continue to work and learn together. , 
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To: Maggie 

Fr: Brenda 

Re: Satellite interview briefin'g 

Dt 9/10/95 


Attached is a draft of the briefing for the satellite feeds on Tuesday (9/12). After 
numerous calls around, I was still unable to identify any polls/ surveys done on what 
American women think about tie Women's Conference in Beijing. ! 

America Online conducted a survey (albeit unscientific) asking if HRC should attend 
the Women's Conference in China. Survey results first appeared, with comments, on 
August 21st Also, the Center fpr Policy Alternatives conducted focus groups in 
conjunction with the Ms. Foundation's initiative "Beijing and Beyond, " as part of 
their series "Women's Voices." rhe focus groups did not ask the specific question of 
what women thought about the Women's Conference, but focused on what issues 
were most important to women, I was planning on including the Summary of 
Findings from the CPA focus groups in Mrs. Clinton's Briefing book. I've attached 
both for you to review. 
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i-ne results are m from the weekend survey and here is what you had to say. 

Question: The relationship between Washington and Beijing has been strained 
recently due to political differences over human rights activist .Harry Wu and 
the private U.S. visit by Taiwanese President Lee Teng-Hui. 

S ■ ' t 

Taking ‘this into consideration, should First Lady Hillary Rodham ; Clinton 
attend the United Nation's Fourth World Conference on Women being held next 
month in China? 

Results: Of the 5,354 responses , ■ there did not seem to be a clear-cut 
consensus .about the First Lady’s visit to China next month. 

On an extremely close vote, 47.S7% of the respondents said Hillary Clinton 
should not attend the U.N. conference, while 46.94% of the respondents said 
the First Lady should make the drip. The remaining 5.49% had no opinion. What 
will Hillary and the Administration decide? ' 

Results in detail: . i - . 

• ' . j 

2,547 responded NO (47.57%) i ■ 

2,513 responded YES (46.94%) . i. 

294 responded NO OPINION (5,49%) 

I 

t 

5,354 total responses ■* ■ ; 

Remember, this is not a scientific survey. We're just trying to get a general 
sense of the AOL community's feelings on a variety of topics. 

Thank you for all your comments on the survey and it's related issues. Here 
are what some of you had to say; 

"Hillary should goi! The confelence has nothing to do with the political 
^stress between the USA and china. , It's about a far more basic question... the 
'“humanity of women. If women were truly considered human by the patricarchal 
systems on this planet, there would not be a need for conferences where they ^ 
can come together to. discuss their status in the world." . 

"Considering China's treatment of women, I am apalled that anyone interested 
in women's rights would attend a conference in that country I ! China aborts 
and kills babies just because they are female. China forces women to abort 
their children or to kill their I already -born babies as a means of population 


9-8-1995 


America Online :Womensvote 


Pacre l 
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control . " 


"This is an United Nations conference not called by China. These are times o£ 

transition around the globe for kvery nation. The first lady should attend the , 

conference as the leading country in the world which doe3 try 'to practice W 1 

-Right Human Relations in termB ^f the rights and resporiebilities c£ women. l \T 

Other countries need to see and hear from our first lady so their country rr.av [ 

I i I 

follow our nations lead in role women are working to achieve around the j 

world." : — — 1 


"Definitely not Hillary Rodham. Clinton. Someone should be chosen with 
traditional moral and family values, someone who could more accurately 
represent the more traditonal and honorable role of womanhood. Mrs. Clinton 
seems to be demeaning that role." , 


"Of course the First Lady should| attend, representing this country side by 
/side with First Ladies of other major countries, as well as with women heads > 
of state from around the world. 'Her political bent, no matter what it is, has ^ 
^10 bearing on the focus of this Jevent and her attendance should haye nothing 
to do with thje current game cf pat-and-mouae being played between our country 
and the host 1 s . " • j 



"Mrs. Clinton should not be held hostage to the opinion of people who want to 
use her as a propaganda symbol. She will be visible to the Chinese' and others 
in attendance as an intelligent, successful spokesperson for what Women can 
accomplish if they are freed of tie restrictions imposed on them unfairly in 
many other cultures. Go Hillary!" 

"How can the United .States even CONSIDER supporting a conference to supposedly 
benefit women in a country such as China. No where on earth have women been 
more abused and oppressed! Female infants have been MURDERED for centuries! 
With the "one-child-per-family" law, the offenders are subject to forced 
abortion and sterilization. I find this abhorrent! Look at China's 
orphanages, 90% of the child there are ABANDONED baby girls!" ! 

"I have no problem with Hillary going to China. I have a problem ,with her 
coming back. " 


"Mrs. Clinton can make a better |contribution by participating at the Women's 
conference in Beijing, by taking a stand on several issues concerning women, 
and matters that can also enlighten men! By staying away from the conference 
because of political differences' between the US and China, we will iose 
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another good opportunity to register our protest in a major forum, and fail to 

chare and learn from the experienoeo and ctrugglec of women from across che 

globe . " 

"How many people are afraid of conversation-. To stonewall the conference is 
to turn our backs and refuse to talk- -on the critical issues that plague the 

world. But Hillary is a talker (as well as a mother, wife, lawyer-, sister, 

friend ... . not that ugly one-dimensional cartoon some see her as: an uppity 

woman} ,’ and one of intelligence and integrity as well, I can hardly wait to 
hear how she frames the issues arid how directly she .indicts the crimes against 
women and children (and humanity in general) China furthers." 

"She has no authority - no mandate - and only her personal views which she 
seems to feel are, thus, the only views. Her role at the Conference would be 
token. She does not symbolize American women. Other than giving her a trip 
to China, what is accomplished by her going - except she will be distracted 
from meddling in US affairs about which she has no wisdom or knowledge." 


"I think Mrs Clinton should follow her dictates and attend. Mr. Wu's mission 
over .the years was to protest Chinese human right violations and to create 
encounters to embarrase the Chinese government. In this case he entered a 
remote region of China that is off limits to foreigners. As an American 
citizen he violated Chinese laws and risked punishment. The US should try to 
get him released, but not diminish the dialog between women around the world. 
Mrs. Clinton’s presence will help^ in this objective." 

better to represent USA women? She is educated, married, mothered a j 

, and haB a career and family. She is like 50% of all women in USA." 

— . 

"Wake up America This really isn't a conference on women, it's a 

conference on gender-neutral, abortion, destruction of the family. Only 
someone who takes at face value the propaganda of the UN would believe 
otherwise. I firmly believe that most Americans make the right decision when 
given accurate information do your homework. 

BTW, ....The official u.n. document which will be promoted in Beijing was 
written by radical feminists. The chief writer was Bella Abzug. The same 
lady who avidly supported Stalin during her college days at Hunter College. 

Please this lady doesn't represent the views of MOST Americans, neither 

doeB Hillary Clinton !" 






"I have attended two other UN World Conferences on Women. Let me reassure you 
that merely attending or hosting the conference does not .mean that 
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participants or host country support or exemplify human rights or commit to 
the advancement of women. The dialogue between women , NGOs and governments 


that occur at these meetings is what is transforming 
""and hope to see the first lady there because like me, 
status of women, gi rl s and families' ir * the HA, China 
I world. " 

•'"'rrhe purpose of the Women's conference is to get people all over the world 
thinking about and discussing the issues relating to women. Hillary Clinton 
should be able to attend, since she has emerged as an important spokeswoman 
for women internationally. This important pedagogical function of the 
conference should not be obscured by current politics," j 


I will be in Beijing 
she cares about, the 
and throughout the 
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CENTER FOR 

POLICY 

ALTERNATIVES 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

The Center for Policy Alternatives is very pleased to share a synopsis o f the findings 
from our most current set of Women 's Voices focus groups, funded as pan of the Ms. 
oundafron s initiative "Beijing and Beyond." Understanding the most pressing concerns, the 
hopes of American women, across race, age, class and geographic lines, is critical to conveying 
the significance of the Fourth United Nations World Conference or* Women (4WCW) at home' 

. , . . ^ Women ’s Voices focus groups, led by a bi-partisan, multi -cultural team, aimed to 

identify priormes which unite women across the United States. Building on the earlier phases of 
Women's Voices surveying, we concentrated on economic issues and did not investigate two 
aspects central to the United Nations platform - human rights and reproductive rights. Despite 
these omissions, the findings are both extremely infounative and relevant to 4Wf W. 

It may not surprise you to learn that while some women believe that they have a variety 
of issues in common with women internationally, the majority are skeptical. For example, in ' 
response to the question, "In September there will be an international conference of women. 

What issues do you think will be discussed there?" one pink/blue collar woman responded, "We 
are so different. All the women across the world, I don’t think we even have much to talk about 
in common." The fact is, however, that the most important concerns to American women 
virtually parallel the platform of the. Fourth World Conference on Women, 

For example .- 


► A major tenet of the international platform is health care over the whole life span. 
Similarly, this issue was among the most frequently mentioned concerns of die women in 
our focus groups. While women have confidence that they can survive economic 

" hardshi Fs, toy are extremely worried about what will happen to them and their families 
if there is a major illness and they do not have sufficient health insurance. 

T.ike women around the world, American women struggle constantly to withstand the 

pressures related to time and money. In their eyes, the workplace is not yet a place' of 
equality, not only in terms ot pay and promotions, but in terms of personal respect. Nor 
is home, where they feel they carry' the brunt of the burden. 

► American women, like women abroad, contend that the only guarantee for economic 

well-being for families is women's ability to be economically independent. Independence 
is their most pressing hope for their daughters. This means access to education, which 
requires support from both the private and public sectors. Their interest in owning their 
own their own business is powerful — particularly among younger women. 

1875 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20009 
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Also like women abroad, American women are deeply troubled by the threat of violence, 
particularly as it relates to the safety of their children. Without addressing this issue, the' 
believe, we cannot have strong families and healthy communities. 


Last but not least, most American women believe that things would be better if more 
women sat at the economic and. political decision-making tables. This promotion of 
^ women in leadership positions is also a high agenda item in the 4WCW platform. 

The challenge for us is to amplify back to our sisters in the United States that this 
conference abroad is about bringing commitments from the world community and our own 
country to address the issues most important at home. If we are successful, we will have made 
great inroads in helping women understand the importance of our participation in this conference 
and in building momentum for an agenda that will give visibility and energy toward addressing 
women's concerns and achieving their vision tor our country through the 1996 election. 
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WOMEN’S VOICES ’96 


In 1992, the Center for Policy Alternatives and the Ms. Foundation presented Women's 
L° wes ' a ^ oundb ; rea &ng report on American women's attitudes toward their economic lives. 

■ e research leading to this report, a series of focus groups and a national survey was 
instrumental in shaping the political debate prior to the November 1992 elections.’ American 
women, said the study, had distinct economic experiences and strong concerns which crossed 
race, class, age and party lines. They were concerned with finding time for noth their 
cluldren and their jobs, with equal pay in the workplace, and with securing affordable and 
portable health care. 


The last three years have seen significant political change, inciuding Democratic 
control of the White House and Republican control of the Congress, as well as economic 
change, with an easing of the recessions of the 1980s, but little easing of the mood among 
voters. Hus year, the Center for Policy Alternatives, as part of the Ms. Foundation’s Beijing 
and Beyond Initiative, has launched Women's Voices '96, a two-year bipartisan research 
project to revisit and update the themes and issues raised in the original study. This report 
outlines the findings of a bipartisan and multi-cultural research team, led by Lake Research 
which conducted a new series of focus groups to lay the groundwork for a national opinion 
survey in 1996. y 


* n seven focl3 $ groups have been conducted across the country, six among women 
of different ages, races, economic backgrounds and political perspectives, and one among 
white men to provide a counterpoint. Women's Voices '96 paid particular attention to 
women s class and ethnic diversity, and looked in greater depth at younger women (ages 18- 


1 Many thanks to Raydcan Acevedo, Vince Breglio and Linda Williams for their 
participation in the research and analysis summarized in this memorandum. Full 
methodological details are described in the appendix which follows. 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


As in 1992, it is apparent that American women have powerful economic concerns to 

which they long to give voice: 

► The Economy: Today, economic insecurity coexists with the reality of more 
economic independence. As in Women's Voices '92, women continue to describe a 
high level of economic stress in their daily lives. They worry on a daily basis about 
how to make ends meet, and they struggle with finding enough time for both their 
children and their jobs. Women feel stretched thin for time and money, and believe 
that they have to do many, jobs well while men only have to do one. Compared to 
three years ago, however, these women express a somewhat greater sense of economic 
independence, grounded in a belief that having survived the prolonged economic 
recession of the 1990s, they can survive whatever economic hardship life throws their 
way. 

► Health care and retirement: Health care was a dominant concern, in 1992, and it has 
reemerged as a strong concern today. The struggle to afford and maintain health 
insurance for their families is pari of what constricts women's choices, and it is a 
source of tremendous insecurity and worry. In addition, retirement issues have now 
joined health care as central concerns. These women are not at all certain that Social 
Security will exist when they retire, and their jobs and their spouses' jobs less and less 
frequently have secure retirement plans. They know they must rely on themselves, 
and yet saving for their own retirement is a nearly impossible goal. 

Ii is striking how strong these concerns axe when compared to the more basic concern 
of having a job. Indeed, women today appear even more concerned with the health 
and retirement benefits that fewer and fewer jobs new provide than with having a job 
in the first place. At the same time, women do worry about what jobs pay, and they 
believe that women systematically earn less than men. Whether the issue is pay, 
health care or retirement, long-term economic and business trends are clearly affecting 
women in a personal and immediate way. 

Violence: Women remain acutely concerned with violence. In 1992, this concern 
was just beginning and was expressed primarily as a concern with personal 
victimization — • fear of being assaulted themselves. Today, women's concerns for 
their own safety seem to be taking a back seat to concerns for their children's safety. 
They are tearful for their children's safety in' their daily lives, in their schools aid in 
their neighborhoods, and these fears are closely intertwined with their sense of 
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decaying social values and with an out-of-control entertainment media In today’s 
political environment, concern with children's exposure to violence is a unique issue 
uniting many women on the left with many women on the right. 

False choices; In Women’s Voices '92, "choices" were a powerful theme. Progress 
for women was viewed as expanding choices — women could choose a career ^hey 
could choose to be a homemaker, or they could choose both. They both celebrated 
choices, and wanted more. In Women's Voices '96, women's desire for choices h£ 
been tempered by a growing suspicion that, in the reality of their own lives true 
choices arc rare. For many of these women, working is no! a choice; it is an 
economic necessity for ; their families, In the end. it is women's frustration with the 

competing demands for their time that shapes their goals for themselves and their 
vision for the economy of the future. 

Independence, eduction, and the entrepreneurial spirit; After surviving recession 
and confronting the fact that promised choices are not always real, women fa he mid- 
1990s value independence above all. For both themselves and their daughters the 
women participating in Warned Voice, He want the independence that lomes with 
being able to provide for themselves and their families, and the independence 
necessary, for control over their own lime and choices. One key to such indq ieorW. 
the) believe, is education — a college education for their children, and continuing ’ 
education for tnemselves. In addition, this drive for independence, for control over 
eir own time and money, expresses itself in a strong entrepreneurial spirit with 
many of these women dreaming of owning their own business. 

Business and government; Changes in the political landscape since 199? hav* bred 
substantial political alienation, and these women, while believing that government 
Mfl help if it wanted to, do not now see government as their ally. Nonetheless they 
see a government role on some of the issues they care about — including health one 
an retirement — and they have a clear sense dial government can and should 
promote education. In fact, they believe that a well-educated citizenry is in the 
government's own best interest. In addition, these women are now turning to business 
for solutions. They believe that businesses should provide greater flexibility in horns 
more help with child care, and more opportunities for education and training — not as 
unusual benefits offered only by the mo3t generous, but as all businesses' 

responsibility. Women are ready to demand more of business, and they are lookin'* 
tor a better partnership with their employers. “ 
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Respect and equity: In both studies, women were acutely aware of inequities iu lire 
workplace and at home, particularly pay inequities. As we near the 21st century, 
women do not believe that they receive equal pay for equal work or that they have the 
same opportunities and rewards (for example, in promotion) as men. In Women \ 
Voices 96, however, an additional theme emerges: a demand for social equity in the 
workplace as well as economic equity. The word used most frequently by women to 
define what they want in the workplace is "respect" — respect expressed personally as 
well as respect expressed in pay and opportunities. 7 


textual analysis 


Economic Insecurity 

_ ^ Stress and economic insecurity re-emerged as a central theme in the Women's Voices 
o focus groups. Across race, marital status, and income levels, women feel a very real 
responsibility for supporting their families, and they woiry in specific personal terms about 
meeting oasrc expenses and stretching each dollar. As a younger white woman in Baltimore 
said, ( You are always worried about making sure you are going to have enough to make ends 
meet. Added a Denver woman, "It's a continuous struggle... and it doesn't get any better " 
Economic insecurity permeates every aspect of women's lives, reducing their choices and 
robbing them of the time they often feel they need to spend at home with their family. 

Women's economic concerns today are not limited to jobs and wages. In fact 
women's strongest concerns center on the types of benefits that are no longer provided bv 
most jobs — namely, health care and retirement. 

Health care, in fact is on even stronger concern than it was in 1992. The women 
participating in these focus groups frequently expressed a sense that they and their families 
arc living on the edge, that illness could wipe out everything they are working so hard to 
achieve. As an African, American-woman said, "If T’m sick, and I don’t have medical 
insurance, my children's foundation is crumbled." In addition, making sure that their families 
have health insurance limits the choices that women can make. Often, the struggle to 

maintain health insurance traps women into job choices they might not otherwise make a 
kind of job lock; ■ . . " 
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I know that there are lois of people in jobs that are 
there not because of any other reason than they are 
kind of stuck. If they don't work this job then they 
don't get health insurance. 

Im 33 years old and I’ve been working since I was 15. 
And up until the last two years I had great health care. 
With all this new stuff, being self-employed, no health 
care. That's scary for me. 

I worry about health care and how it affects my job 
and my living and what I'll be able to do in the future. 


Young white 
woman 


Pink, and blue 
collar woman 


Young white 
woman 


_ Secure Retirement has also emerged as a strong and immediate concern. Manv of 
these women understand that their employment histories mean that their Social Security 
benefits will be low - assuming, of course, that Social Security even survives, which many 


Personally, I’m worried about retirement. I’ll be 
working at 7-1 1 when I’m 75. Is the government going 
to take care of me then? I'm not so sure. 

I know people earn Social Security, but they should 
provide more for the elderly than what they are getting 
because it isn't enough to survive on. 

Our age group is putting into Social Security and it is 
not necessarily going to be there for us to collect. 


Pink and blue 
collar woman 

Latina 

woman 

Young white 
woman 


_ Pubhc survey data underscores that women's economic concerns are strongly rooted in 
then worries about health care and retirement issues. In a recent poll for U.S. News and 
World Report , three of women’s dominant concerns were "being able to make ends meet" (49 
percent of women said they worry often), "being able to afford health care for you and your 
family in a crisis" (47 percent), and "having a secure retirement" (46 percent). In contrast, 
fewer women reported worrying frequently about "someone in your family losing a job" (27 
percent) or not being paid fairly for the work you do" (29 percent). 2 As described below 
only time was a greater concern for women than these economic concerns. 

2 The bipartisan team of Lake Research and The Tarranee Group for U.S. Vow and 
World Report , August 14, 1995. 
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Violence is also a strong concern of women in America. In 1992, crime and violence 
were just beginning to emerge as major concerns of the American public and American 

^ 0men ' ,^ mce then -’ fhe concem has s ro%vn > oad the focus has shifted slightly. In Women's 
oices 92, women's concem with violence was primarily expressed as a personal fear and a 
personal vulnerability — of assault, of rape, of harassment. In Women's Voices '96 women 
mention themselves less often, and they mention their children more often. Indeed fear of 
violence among these women centers on their children's vulnerability, particularly in school 
as well as on the eroding values that they hold responsible for these growing threats In ’ 
short, for many women, violence occupies the place where worries about children and values 
intersect, and it is therefore an issue which, more than any other, unites women of the left 
and women of the right. 


Who is to say somebody else's child isn't going to have 
a gun and shoot my kid or push drugs on my kid? 

Children are so impressionable. They see a hero with 
a gun and right away they want a gun, and they start 
shooting at anything in sight. 

4 

1 have a child, but I don't want her to grow up in a 
society where she has to be afraid to go to school... 

The way the crime is in the school system with guns 
and knives, it is ridiculous. 

I'm anxious about the environment that my children are 
growing up in — the drugs, the violence, the peer 
pressure that is being put on them. 

I think it is bad that I don’t feel as safe a.s I used to. 
When I was a kid it could be 9 o'clock and I could 
ride my Big Wheel around the block and Mom 
wouldn't worry. She'd sit on the front porch and wait 
for me and it took like six, seven minutes to get 
around the block. I'm a grown woman. I wouldn’t do 
that now, I wouldnt ride my Big Wheel but I wouldn't 
walk either, not alone. And maybe even not 
accompanied. To me, the worst thing about being a 
woman is a fear of gening molested, raped or any of 
those general type of things. 


Young white 
woman 

Latina 

woman 


Young African- 
American woman 


White collar 
woman 


Young White 
woman 
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False Choices 


Womd you rather have more time or more money? More time, the women 
participating in these focus groups responded emphatically. Women feel stretched thin aware 
that they are juggling multiple roles, and they most often use words like "hectic" and "busy" " 
to describe their own lives. Indeed, in the U.S, News and World Report poll, more women 
say they worry often about "having enough time and energy to get everything done that you 
need to do" than about any other issue (59 percent). 


A lot of women are now playing the roles of 
homemaker, mother, father, provider. That is dividing 
a woman, in my opinion, into so many parts that she 
sometimes loses her own identity. I'm very frustrated 
because I'm having to do it all. 


African-American 

woman 


We are all slaves. Meaning that we have to work; we Latina 
clean the house; we raise the children; we have to woman 

please the husband. *' 


You still have to be the mom, and you still have to do 
all the house stuff and even if you work you still have 
to do all that when you come home. 


White collar 
woman 


It seemed like I was always rushing [my son] off, Pmk and blue 

rushing to get up in the morning and rusliing to get collar woman 

him fed. Get his lunch packed. And then you are 

tired when you come home. I'd work ten hours a day 

and then come and pick him up. Then you go to bed 

so you really didn't have any time. 


In 1996, women's frustration with the demands on their time has acquired a harder 
edge. In Women’s Voices '92, women certainly gave voice to their struggle to combine work 
and family, but they also expressed optimism that opportunities for women were expanding, 
and that women were beginning to have more choices. Said one 1992 participant, "Now a* 
woman can wear the mother hat, she can wear the business hat, the sports hat, she can wear 
different hats if 3hc chooses." 


CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 


Lake Research 


btF-Ub-yb hKI II 'U m Lfllth KfcSEflRCff 


hHX NU. ZUd J ib X JU / 4 r. ii U 


Women’s Voices '96 


page 8 


In this series of focus groups, however, the frustration seems greater than the 

sTZtoe chlri^Th agr - e W0 ”“ ?, oday have more choices mjrircftle, but they 
v re true choices in their own lives. While many enjoy their work, they know that they 

work because they must, because they need their income to survive: * 


Both of us work, and you only have so much energy. White collar 
But it's a necessity... We have no choice. 


I am roped into work. I have to work. 


Pink and blue 
collar woman 


One job is never enough for a household. 


African-American 

woman 


• ^Sardkss of their economic circumstances, these women struggle with the competing 

dIThfh,? ? tlX tim£ £ T d men do n0t cany 311 equaI Ioad - Borh women whoagoy 

thnir jobs and women who work only out of economic necessity wish it were possible for 
more women to choose to stay home with growing children — if not for themselves, then for 
others, baid a young white woman, "I love my work. It gives me a sense cf satisfaction and 
independence. But I would also like to be a housewife, which in this day and age would be 
impossible for me personally." s 

A Aldl0 ^S^ women from all class backgrounds struggle with these issues, the nuances 
are different for different women. _ White collar women, for example, are more likely to see 
eir work for pay as not just a job, . but as a career. In a recent US. News and World 
Report, 64 percent of college educated women described their work as "a career." while 62 
percent of women without a college education described their work as "just a job." 

The level of frustration and the sense of a lack of choices may even be slightly greater 
among African-Amencan women. Several African-American women participating m these 
2 56 ieVe hom l ^ § iYS **ir children time and attention is not just something 

the W r d i dieir ch ; ldrcn ’ s survivah Thus * for many African-American women, 
the choice between working and raising a child often seems even less of a real choice. 
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T don't feel that parents are involved with their 
children's lives enough anymore. People are 
not concerned with where their children are, 
what is happening to them. They are doing 
what they want, raising themselves, that's why 
they are able to kill and shoot each other. 
Nobody cares about anyt>ody’s life anymore. 

I feei the richest thing in my life now is that 
I'm there for these grandchildren, and my 14 
year old, because I was losing him. 


African-American 

"woman 


African-American 

woman 



In contrast, the younger women remained more optimistic about the choices available 
women, and werejgxuch more likely to see progress and p arity for women. The younger 
women als^e xpresse d greater optimism about dw proggsfthat women have made during the 
past fifty years - they believe that women have madSrealprogress and that women will 
continue to make progress. 


I work because I want to work. In my field we Young white. 
are all paid the same. It is based on woman 

competency. It's never been a man/woman 
issue. 


Many years ago, women were treated os 3 ccond Young Afrlcan- 
class citizens, but we have come so far! American 

woman 


Woman are now able to become or have a Young African American 

better job, respect, positive role or position in woman 
society, where years ago all w r e were good for 
was having babies. 

You can have it any way you slice it right now Young White 
being a woman. I really think, that you have a woman 
power and a permission to be very intuitive, but 
also to be extremely ambitious, powerful and it 
is all okay. 
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"■fW 

mne over more money, the men were somewhat more ambivalent — in fact some ioked that 
toy wanted ntote time for themselves but wanted their wives to work £ *“ 

pe gap between the way men and women sec tile demands on their time i« t 

survey data as well. The table below presents the proportion of respondents within different ° 

537 ? Cy WOny often about ' >havin 8 ^ough time and energy " Notice the 
enormous difference between men and women in the middle age ranees commrcH^ n 
similarity ot the men and women of the oldest and youngest groups: ’ 1C 


Ages IS to 34 
Ages 35 to 44 
Ages 45 to 64 
Ages 65 and over 


Percent who worry often about 
having enough time and energy to get everything 
done that you need to do " 3 


Women Men 

68 70 

53 

6 ° 46 

36 34 


rnnrU lV Trl ^ W ° me ?’ ^ lack ° f real cfaoices * toir lives does not lead them to 

are me d fr,?She fe > S ftmdamentall >' mfail tow *d women, nor to any sense that men generally 
are the foe when it comes to managing their time. At the same time, they clearly befieve that 
women often bear a disproportionate share of the burden, and many - pLcui Jy {he 
younger women — demand real partnerships from men, and express anger when their 
husbands do not bear their fair share. Complained a young white womL, "My husband 
comes home and when he comes home, that's it. He's done. He worked. This it I work 
come home. I have a two year old that doesn't quit. Dinner, straightening." Indeld for 
some women, full partnership is a non-negotiable demand: 


3 U.S. News and World Report , August 14, 1995. 
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I just stopped living with my boyfriend because I get 
up at 6 o'clock, go to the gym, go to work. After 
work, I go to two or three grocery stores, come home, 
cook. And then he goes to work, comes home, and 
plays video games. 

When I was a chef I worked fourteen hours a day, and 
that is probably why my marriage didn't work. 

Because when I came home I would still scramble, 
make them dinner and do everything else. At that* 
point, I didn't figure the guy knew how to do laundry, 
dinner, nothing because 1 still had to come home and 
do that. 


Young 

African- 

American 

woman 


Fink and blue 
collar woman 


L ^depe ndence, Education, and Entrepreneurs 


. . . kd ependence, above all, is central to these women’s goals. For themselves and for 
dieir daughters, independence means the ability to achieve economic security without 
depending on others, and it means the ability to make real choices, not false choices, about 
their own lives. In tins context, education becomes critical: if independence is the end then 
education is an important means to that end. 

In Women’s Voices V6 t independence is a powerful theme, recurring in eveiy focus 
group, and reflecting strong feelings: 


I wouldn't want my daughter's life to be similar to 
mine as if — I would want my daughter to get married 
and to have a husband, but if he messes up, don’t stay 
with him. Always be independent and be on your 
own. Don’t depend on a man to come in and take care 
of you and think that a man is going to be able to 
come in and rescue you. 

I d like to see my granddaughter be able to support and 
take care of herself and not really have to depend on 
anyone. Not that she wouldn't need someone, but the 
point is not to depend on someone. 


African-American 

woman 


Pink and blue 
collar woman 
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I want to see my daughter be an independent person. 

I am going to teach her to be independent like mv 
mom taught me and my sister. Independence is very 
important because a lot of women tend to look for that 
man and they get caught up in things. 

I have a granddaughter and several nieces. I want 
them to be able to take care of themselves. Be 
independent, and everything that follows is a piece of 


Young African- 
American woman 


Latina 

woman 


With independence comes control o f one's own destiny as well as ,t- 

women in particular, self-confidence. "One thing I re^ly love is^heTnd? u 

life.” said a young A«can-Am.rican woman. ‘ V ^ peC ?“ ce “ my 

-^nd how can these women achieve independence? First they ionic to 
Tien these women talk about education, they talk about two things'” they talk about the 
baste education necessary for their children to get good jobs, andXyS “m the 
continuing education that can allow them to move forwid ii their o4 fee* 


My granddaughter just graduated out of high school, 
and I said "Girl, just get that education as long as you 
can get it, because you can’t survive on the minimum 

wage. Nobody can." I don’t want her to struggle like 
T had to. 

Education is a good thing, because if they need it to 
fell back on, then they've got it. They are prepared. 
They can be independent if they need to be. 

We need hotter education, better opportunities for 
women not only on their own and through the schools 
but through the work place. 


Pink and blue 
collar woman 


White collar 
woman 

Latina 

woman 


their o ™ ^ ^ man5 ' of theM to dream of owuing 

f 1 j 0W ? Dusmess - For nian >’r being an entrepreneur symbolizes the ultimate 

independence — being able to provide economically for one's family entirely on one’s own 
and having complete control over one's own time and decisions. * 7 
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The reason I think it would be appealing is 1 would Latina 
love to start something that I have complete control of woman 
and I d like to prove to myself that I can make it in the 
outside world. 


For me, what it feels like as an independent contractor 
is the independence, the flexibility and the enjoyment 
in your own. You can make as much money as you 
want. You are in control of your own destiny. 

...Because you are in control of your own destiny, you 
don't mind putting the time and effort into vour own 
company. You see the future. 


Ajrican-Americciri 

woman 


White collar 
woman 


The Search for Solutions 

... * n AlIiencai1 P 0 . 11 ^ today, faith in government is low. Although women are more 
likely than men to .retain some sense that government can help, solve problems 4 their 
cynicism, is high and they are disillusioned. Said a young white woman, "I used to have 
high expectations of the government and think if people wanted something to happen, it 
would happen somewhere along the line like passing bills or whatever." This young woman 
no longer has these expectations. e 

Instead, these women have begun to search for new solutions. In particular manv 
ook to businesses mid employers, and they demand foil partnership from business ’in solving 
the problems that their families confront. Thus, they look to businesses to provide more 
flexibility in hours, to provide child care and leave options, and — most strikingly — to 


The US. News and World Report survey reported on August. 14 asked Americans which 
15 closer to their opinion: that "government can help people, and needs to be made for 
average working families," or that "government is the problem, net foe solution to our 
problems. By a margin of S3 to 37 percent, men view government as the problem. By a 
margin of 48 to 43 percent, women believe that government can help. Among college-’ 
educated men and women in the workplace, results were even more polarized. Working 
college-educated men see government as the problem by a margin of 55 to 39 percent. 

Working college-educated women believe government can help by a marein of 56 to 33 
percent. 


Lake Research 
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improve yT^b ■< ^ '**• Y0UI empIo >' a S™™* going back to school to 

!s£^^^^tsrc-c=c;s ■ 

concents are being ignored by zZLmZZ *"** 


We need to form community meetings and town 
ill-ill meetings among ourselves and find out 
what our community needs. 

If the blacks in DeKalb County could get 
together, they could really do something. 

We have to get the community together first. A 
lot of us cant go to an official. We have to get 
ourselves together and present it to them. 

You have to remember to bring back to the 
community. Do some free volunteering in the 
community. Just because you get ahead and 
you become professional and you have money, 
you have to remember where your roots are, 
where you started. I keep telling [my son], ’ I 
want him to become a doctor, dentist - 
whatever he wants to become. But, then do 
some volunteering back in the community. 

I choose my job because I love what I'm doing, 
and I know I'm needed; I know it doesn't pay 

anything, but I feel I am filling a need in the 
community. 


African-American 
' woman 

African-American 

woman 

African-American 

woman 

Latina woman 


Latina woman 


library photocopy 


take Research 


StP-US-Uo rRT 71 n ( fin LRKh KhbbHKUH 


r.HA iNU. dud i iD tf'jnr 


r. 10 / tL 


Women's Voices '96 


page 15 


The focus on business and, among minority women, on the communirv does not mean 
lhat women have abandoned the government completely. In particular, women continue to 
want government to provide at least some retirement security, including Social Security and 
they see health care, especially health care for the elderly, as "one of the most important" 
dungs government can do. In addition, many of these women see a roie for government in 
os errng small businesses. After all, "if these small businesses happen to expand and grow 
won er y, ey are going to be.. .the next big business to bring money into the country " 
Finally, and most strongly, these women see a role for government in helping people with 
education. Indeed, the women participating in the focus groups have a clear sensed 
helping Americans gam access to education is in the government's interest: 


While I'm paying that tuition, I need a tax break. Hem 
I am helping hex to become a taxpayer. What am I 
getting for it? Nothing. The government is going to 
get the money from her in having a good job and 
paying taxes. These are the kinds of programs they 
need to come up with. 

Promote education. Give tftomen an education instead 
of saying, "Here. Here's your meal ticket." 


African- A merican 

woman 


White collar 
woman 


In addition, if given reason to believe that government would be responsive to their 
concerns, these women stand ready to participate. As one African- American woman said "if 
I got something that says we are having a forum on women's issues, helping women with’ 
their careers, with raising their families — something that actually spoke to me and 
something I was going through and needed help with, I would make it a point to attend " 


Respect and Equity 

. Eq ui ty in the workplace, which was a prominent theme in Women's Voices '92 
continues to be an issue with women today. In 1996, women remain acutely aware as well as 
frustrated that men are paid more for the same work. Thev also believe that men are 
promoted more, and that relates to higher pay: 


Women still do not earn as much as men. 


Latina woman 


I think men, in general, across the board get paid more African-American 
than women for the same work. woman 
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I think' we are still not getting paid equally for the 
same position in jobs. 

There is still a lot of discrimination among men and 
women. Women aren’t geuing equal jobs or equal pay. 

The pay structure between men and women is that 
women are still much lower paid then men. 


Young white 
woman 

Young African- 
American woman 

Pink and blue 
Collar woman 


about hX rfXw 12 8r °“l’ *“ what woman carnd mos « 

hanKKmpnt In 7? ? felt duonnunated against, men believed it was sexual 

harassment and this is something they resent. While harassm^t continue, f 

for women, rt is clearly uol as immediate a concern « X, JT " 

than m post-Anita Hill 1992. ^ y equity, ana it was mentioned less 


resnec^w^tir 3351116111 an<1 P ® y equity 1£SUes ’ however, fall under the broader idea of 
respect, which was a strong theme throughout all the aroun, Per-ha™ a 0i 

up the best: b groups. Perhaps this woman summed it 


My employer, for the first time I have saved all 
these cute liule notes because they all say 
please and at the end they say thank- y 0 u. i 
thought, wow, this is really incredible, and the 
Other day I worked really hard. It was a one 
time deal. I never did this kind of thing before 

and as I was leaving - he said, "you did a 

wonderful job." I have noticed that lately I’ve 
been really getting the type of feedback that 
men didn’t used to give women in the old days. 
They are just starting to - instead of being 
intimidated or whatever, they are just starting to 
come around to be able to say I can tell her she 
did a great job and I won't have to feel like I'm 
hitting on her or something. 


Pink and him 
collar woman 
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Respect and independence were also closely related in these discussions. For many of 
‘“J^ence can help bring respect Said a young African-American womL, 

t *u- ^ t0 be 'S 1117 0Wn T cou d get by- 1 don '^ nccd t0 be dependent upon someone else ’ 

I think we are able to get ahead, and I think we are starting to get a little more respect 
because we are moving up the ladder quite quickly." 1 

Again and again, the women participating in. the Women's Voices '96 focus erouns 
ridied about respect - respect in the workplace, respect Ibr the challenges they facf “erv 
day respect from society and respect from their spouses and family. Above ail these women 
want their voices heard, their concerns understood, and their lives respected. 
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METHODOLOGY 


The research for Women's Voices 1995 was conducted jointly by a bipartisan team of 
pollsters, including Celinda Lake, Jennifer Sosia and Kim (Jallinan of Lake Research; Vince 
Breglio of RSM, Inc.; Raydean Acevedo of RMCI; and Linda Williams of the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation, 

The initial research was comprised of six focus groups held across the country among 
women of different ages, races, and economic backgrounds, as well as one focus group of 
white men, conducted as a counterpoint. All groups were conducted among registered voters. 
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A fri can* American women 
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Younger white women 
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American 
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education 

More than 2 
yrs college; 
1/2 college 
grads 
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education 
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2 years of 
college; 1/2 
with no 
college 

1/2 with 
some college 

1/2 college 
graduates 

employed 

At (east 2/3 
employed; 

whits collat 

jobs 

Employed; no 
more than 2 
full-time 
students 

At least 1/2 
employed 

At least 2/3 
employed; 
clerical and 
blue collar 
jobs 
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employed; no 
more than 2 
full-time 
students 
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employed 
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City residents 
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Grunwald Communications 


memorandum 


to hrc 

FROM Mandy Grunwald 

DATE July 6, 1999 

R p Key Points to Remembe r for the Trip 


A few style pointers to keep in mind for the trip: 


K P p n vour tone conve rsational This is particularly important at the _ 
Moynihan event where you will have 200 people in front of you. Don t let 
their presence force you to raise your voice or turn your statement into a 
speech. It’s important that your tone stay informal and relaxed and therefore 

not political. 


The microphone will do the work for you, so try to keep your tone what it 
was on the Today Show or with Rather - chatty, intimate, informal. 


2 . Don’t be defensive. Look like you want the questions.: The press is obviously 

watching to see if they can make you uncomfortable or testy. Even on the 

annoying questions, give relaxed answers. 


3 No matter what the question, use vour a n swer to get back to_our messag e: 

You have a tendency to answer just the question asked. That s good manners, 
but bad politics. Take every opportunity you can to shift your response to an 
area you want to talk about and then be really expansive on that part of the 
answer. 

4 £ook for opportunities for humor . It’s important that people see more sides of 
you, and they often see you. only in very stem situations, 


5 , Be careful to “be real”. You did this well in the Rather interview where you 

■ acknowledged that of course last year was, rough. Once you agree with the 
audience’ s/reporters ’ reality like that, it gives you a lot of latitude to then say 
whatever you want. 


COPY 


6, Don’t assume anyone knows anythin g abou t you - substantively . The New 
York press and New Yorkers generally know about health care, your work for 
children, and then a lot of tabloid junk. On issues, take the time to tell people 
about your work on things like foster care. However. 


7 Don’t use the Admi nistrations reco rd as vour-own: You ve spent a lot ot 
' years saying, “My husband did X 7 ’. This trip is about you. And you are not 
an incumbent. If you want to talk about something like CHIP, talk about what 

you did. 


8. Despite everything neonle know abou t vou personally, they ac t ually kn ow 
verv little Remember the impact you had in the Rather interview talking 
about growing up in Illinois when you could just play on the street and so on. 
Those are the kinds of details that people would be great to reveal in the 
. listening sessions. 


Finally, one substantive point. 

■ On the commuter tax, I would not describe it as a “local issue’ and use that as 
an excuse not to take a position. What about the dairy compact? Or upstate 
airfares? Aren’t those all local issues. I recommend you use just the second 
part of your answer. That it’s in the courts now, and the bigger question is 
how to lower NY’s tax burden. 


And two other questions you might prepare for. 

■ “Your only government assignment was health care which was a fiasco. How 
does that record stack up against Mayor Giuliani s? — essentially be 
prepared to summarize your accomplishments. 

■ “Have you ever used drugs?” 


Those are my final thoughts. I’ll be at the Moynihan’s tonight if you would like 
to talk. 
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March 13, 2000 
MEMORANDUM TO : 

FROM : 

RE: 


fey : Zo 2 si - £ M ^ 


Melanne Verveer, 

Assistant to the President 


Linda Tarr-Whela; 
US^ Rep to CSW 




(^ JJrgen^ ) Attention Needed 
Warfor CSW Problem 


Sf-iL ment i? ned ° n the phone last night, there is clearlv a 
A Problem with balancing two important foreign policy 
goals: Cuba and Beijing >5. Tomorrow the prepcom for 
Copenhagen +5 is due to meet at 10am to resolve a major 

sanctions^ 611 ^ United Nations and Cuba on language about 

There has never been a vote on a paragraph on nrencom 

" i C has "Ws been by confenLa . It is the 

oSaaraDh 0 ” VOte wil1 be called at 10am on this 

t^v-in,-* P ‘ be Department prefers this course of action to 

CSW nLShf e f erVat;? ‘ 0n ° n the P ara 9 ra Ph - a position that puts 
CSW negotiations m great jeopardy. ^ 

o„ r f i^, U li ay y 1 ,^ cei Y ed a formal complaint from the CSW ' . 

by cSntinSino that u are "Poisoning the atmosphere" 

ny continuing to hold open the document long after the 

completion of negotiations, failing to workV consensus 

• preventing negotiators for CSW ( who are, in many cases 
the same negotiators for Copenhagen +5) from 7 

concentrating solely on Beijing +5 

‘ negotiations 91 ^ s ^ ace <* conference room, away from CSW 

5" Ur ? ay i 1 al f° received informal but passionate 
from agreed ^ Copenhagen language 6 -' 

bhat 

LlKJtion t ?o t l 1 h Se ^ SeSSrnentS ’ The EU ' and th ® US 

sSi“HS SSI 1 *-- 

Jaiaed thfpr^l^ro? tMe ^rV^ 11 10 NeW Yorlt 1 have 
person with the Department f ri a5f® te ? lpS 1 ° n ^ he phone and in 
and Michael Dennisf While USUN hf^ 1 ?* 17 Mlchael Southwick 
difficulty so far rzu tl USUN has been ver V aware of the 

cy, so far, CSW concerns have taken a very back seat 
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Se ;« V SV^~ blera £r ° m the P^spect: 


Now 


Background: 

Mareh^^ the^h^^n^i °5 Pfogress of negotiations. On 
be a settlement ^ 

Experience since the Summit suggests finsert "HomAnot t- „ 
instead of "sugqests" 1 that • fi ^ Unsert demonstrates" 
affected u., ? , J soclal development can be 

acccrdScXS SSS- 0 f^“ 

tt^I d N r OM ' which c “ [delete*can-] =r«?f oLtfc^ to 

th? Ml real"L?^S 9 o? t » te ‘' 1 COU i d tdelete "could) impede 

may [delete "may") hinderTh* 1 “?? economic development, and 
nAAiii at- • ■ Y J binder the well-being of some of ths 

population m the affected countries." some. or -the 

Action needed: 

the e wiekSd U bSJ n did itU ?' :i0n - 1 called Eric Schwartz over 
Southwick faai£ ?£? connect. I am calling Michael 

policy and there needs to be a re-balancing of concerns. 

CC: . Amb. Betty King 

Amb . Michael Southwick 
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Briefing note on Beijing + 5 

The second session of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as 
preparatory committee for the special session took place in conjunction with the 43 rd 
session of the Commission on the Status of Women, from 1 to 19 March 1999. A draft 
resolution on preparations for the special session, submitted by the PrepCom to the 
General Assembly for adoption, was adopted on 17 December (resolution 54/142, 
attached). The 10-member Bureau of the PrepCom is chaired by Ms. Roselyn Odera of 
Kenya. The other members of the Bureau are: Tanzania (Ms. Christine Kapalata), Japan 
(Ms. Misako Kaji), India (Mr. Ashit Bhattacharjee), Canada (Ms. Kirsten Mlacak), 
Germany (Ms. Patricia Flor), Ecuador (Ms. Monica Martinez), St. Lucia (Ms. Sonia 
Leonce-Carryl), Croatia (Ms. Dubravka Simonovic), and Lithuania (Ms. Rasa 
Ostrauskaite). 

The third, and last session of the Commission acting as preparatory committee for 
the special session will take place from 28 February to 17 March 2000. These meetings 
are open to NGOs. The organization of work for the three-week session, in particular the 
allocation of time to the CSW proper and to the PrepCom, has been agreed upon by the 
Bureaux of the two bodies, and is attached: 

In the course of 1999. the Bureau of the PrepCom met, as necessary, to continue 
preparations for the special session. The Chair also convened several consultations with 
States on these preparations. There is agreement that the outcome of the special session 
will include a political declaration, and a second outcome document, the title of which 
has not yet been finalized. 

Most recently, the Chairperson of the PrepCom held informal consultations on 23 
and 24 November, and in the week of 29 November to 3 December. The results of these 
informal consultations are contained in the attached notes. 

Highlights include: 

1 . Political declaration: consensus was reached on all but three paragraphs. 

2. Second outcome document: agreement was reached on the structure of the 
document. Governments made suggestions on the types of issues to .be addressed 
under each of the four sections. 

3. Modalities tor NGO participation: this question remains unresolved. 

Next steps: 

1 . Second outcome document: the Chairperson of the PrepCom is mandated to 
prepare a first draft of the second outcome document, in cooperation with the 
Bureau and the Secretariat, along the lines agreed to in the informals, and to 
provide it to delegations to serve as basis for negotiations. In a Bureau meeting 
following the last informals, the Secretariat and the Bureau agreed on a time table 
for the preparation of the draft. It is expected that the Chair will make the draft 
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available io delegations in the week o('24 January. The Bureau will meet again in 
the week of 1 1 January to continue this work. 

Modalities for NGO participation: during the last informal consultations, the EL’ 
and other States (mainly Eastern European) raised the issue. of NGO accreditation, 
as an issue separate from the modalities for NGO participation in the special 
session. This matter was subsequently taken, up by the Bureau of the PrepCom. 

• The EU is of the view that in light of developments since the drafting of 
the language in resolution 54/142. op. 16 (in March 1999), further 
discussions are required regarding the participation of NGOs. In the view 
of some, OP 1 6 would indicate that only NGOs in consultative status with 
the ECOSOC as well as NGOs that were accredited to the Fourth World 
Conference on Women may participate in the special session. Such an 
interpretation,, in the view of the EU and others, would exclude NGOs that 
have been created since 1995. and that have not sought, or do not intend to 
seek consultative status, but who are nevertheless interested in attending 
an event like a special session to meet other NGOs, to network, etc) In 
light of the decisions reached for NGO participation in WSSD + 5 (which 
is broader), the EU argues that the question of NGO accreditation 
therefore requires further discussion also for Beijing + 5. so as to ensure 
equal access for NGOs interested in the Beijing + 5 process. This view 
was explained in some detail by the EU after the adoption of the relevant 
resolution by the General Assembly on 17 December (attached). 

• ' During the PrepCom Bureau meeting on 16 December, the matter was 

discussed whereby several Bureau members objected to what was seen as 
an effort of the EU to reopen an issue that had been settled in principle, ie 
NGO participation. At the same time, they also saw that the present 
__ formula would potentially exclude some NGOs from being involved in the 
special session. While no agreement on how to resolve the issue of 
accreditation for NGOs not covered by the formula of OP 1 6 was found, 
members of the Bureau agreed that Japan would serve as facilitator to see 
how this impasse on the question of accreditation could be resolved. The 
matter will be further discussed in the Bureau meeting in January. It is 
hoped that once the question of accreditation is resolved, the question of 
modalities for participation in the special session (in particular, speaking 
opportunities in Plenary) will be resolved quickly. The Special Adviser is 
in close touch with the facilitator, Ms. Misako Kaji, and with the 
Chairperson. 


T o the extent that services are available, the Chair will convene the next set of 
informal consultations in the week of 3 1 January to 4 February. Issues to be taken 
up: NGO participation/accreditation, and the second outcome document. 
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Regional preparations: 

Similar to the preparatory process that led up to the Fourth World Conference on 
Women in 1995, all regions have scheduled activities to review and appraise progress 
made in the implementation of regional plans of actions, as well as regional 
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action. The following three regional 
preparatory meetings have already taken place: 

• ESCAP: high-level meeting to review the implementation of the Jakarta: 
Declaration and Plan of Action and regional implementation of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action from 26 to 29 October 1999 in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 

• ECA: sixth African Regional Conference on Women to assess progress in the 
implementation of the Beijing and African Platforms for Action, from 22 to 
27 November 1999 in Addis Ababa. 

• ESCWA: Second Meeting to follow-up Beijing from 15 to 18 December 
1998; will convene an Arab Conference on Integrated Follow-up to Global 
Conferences from 29 November to 1 December 1999 in Beirut. 

The Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women participated 
in the ECA and ESCWA meetings, and a senior staff member of her Office attended the 
ESCAP meeting on her behalf. In conjunction with all three meetings, the Special 
Adviser held inter-agency briefings as well as briefings for NGOs on preparations for the 
special session. The latest documents were distributed. Particular focus was placed on 
the role, contribution and participation of these actors in preparatory processes and at the 
special session itself. 

The following two meetings will be convened in early 2000: 

• ECE: expert meeting at the intergovernmental level to review economic 
issues, problems and policies relating to women in the ECE countries from 19 
to 21 January 2000 in Geneva. 

• ^ ECLAC: 8th regional conference on the integration of women into the 

economic and social development of Latin America and the Caribbean from 8 
to 10 February 2000 in Lima. 

The Director of the Division for the Advancement of Women is scheduled to 
participate in these meetings. 

Inter-agency activities: 

UN entities are invited to participate in the Special Session in accordance with 
modalities outlined in GA res. 52/23 1 . Their role is critical in ensuring broad-based 
national and regional involvement in the preparatory process, notably through their field 
offices. ' 

The Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women held several 
informal meetings at Headquarters of the ACC Inter-agency Committee on Women and 
Gender Equality in the course of 1999 on preparations for the special session, most 
recently on 18 November. She held informal inter-agency meetings at all duty stations 
she visited on mission in the course of the year (including Vienna, Geneva, and Rome, as 
well as in conjunction with regional meetings), to discuss preparations for the special 
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session. She has also set up a steering committee to coordinate UN system-wide 
contributions to, and involvement in preparations for the special session, and in the 
special session itself. A meeting of the steering committee has been scheduled for 1 3 
January, at which point an inventory of ongoing and planned UN system activities will be 
prepared. 

Documentation for the PrepCom: 

Documentation for the next session of the PrepCom is being prepared in • 
accordance with ECOSOC resolution 1996/6, ECOSOC decision 1999/278, and General 
Assembly resolution 54/142. 

• The Secretary-General’s report on implementation of the Beijing Platform for 
Action has been completed by the DAW and is now undergoing Departmental 
clearances. The document is approximately 170 pages long, and contains a 
review and assessment of the implementation of the 12 critical areas of 
concern, together with a chapter presenting an overview of trends, and a 
chapter on new and emerging challenges. 

• A report of the Secretary-General containing an assessment of UN system- 
wide activities in support of implementation of the Beijing Platform for 
Action is being finalized. 

« The report of an expert group meeting on future initiatives, Organized by 
DAW and hosted by ESCWA from 8 to 10 November, has been widely 
distributed to delegations, NGOs and other actors, and is available on the 
DAW’s website. It will also be made available to the next session of the 
PrepCom. 

• A report of CEDAW on its assessment of progress made, and obstacles 
encountered in implementation of the Platform, in relation to the Convention, 
had been submitted to the last session of the PrepCom (E/CN.6/ 1 999/PC/4). 

• The outcomes of the regional preparatory meetings will be made available to 
_ the PrepCom, as will reports prepared by the Secretariats of the Regional 

Commissions that served as a basis for the outcomes of these events. 

• A report summarizing the online working groups on the twelve critical areas 
of concern that have taken place in 1999 to serve as input into the review and 
appraisal of progress made in the implementation of the Beijing Platform for 
Action. 

Interdepartmental task force: 

As for previous special sessions of the General Assembly held at Headquarters, 
the Office of Conference Services of DGAASS has established an interdepartmental task 
force to coordinate the logistical arrangements for the special session. The task force is 
chaired by the Assistant Secretary-General of Conference Services, and members include 
the Special Adviser, the Director of DAW, Security, General Assembly Affairs, 

ECOSOC Affairs, DPI, NGO Unit, BMS. 

NGO outreach: 

The Special Adviser has met with NGOs during all mission travel undertaken in 
the course of 1999 to brief them on preparations for the special session. These have 
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included meetings with NGO representatives in Geneva (twice), Vienna, Addis. Ababa. 
Beirut and Bangkok. The Director of the Division for the Advancement of Women has 
convened several informal meetings with NGO representatives in New York over the last 
six months to review preparations for the special session, and to seek their ideas on issues 
to be addressed during the preparations and at the special session. She has also spoken 
on two panel discussions organized by NGOs in the course of the General Assembly on 
Beijing + 5. 


30 December 1999 


word: briefing note dsg on Beijing 
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USG believes Beijing + 5 should include the following: 

A celebration and reaffirmation of the Platform for Action. j 

A highlight of achievements made worldwide as a result of the Fourth ^ 


World Conference on Women. 

A brief description by all delegations of best practices and lessons 
learned. 

The identification of further actions and initiatves needed to fully 
implement the Platform for Action. 

The identification of tools or institutional changes that could accelerate 
implementation of the Platform, e.g. gender mainstreaming, public-private 
partnerships, etc. 

The adoption of a short visionary Declaration reaffirming worldwide 
commitment to the Platform for Action. 

High level participation by all delegations, including the United States. 

The announcement by heads of delegations of concrete commitments (or 
actions) individual governments plan to take to further implement the 
Platform for Action. 






Participation of NGOs, including representatives of youth organizations, 
on official delegations. 

Participation by accredited NGOs in Beijing + 5 and a re-affirmation of the 
importance of NGOs and other members of civil society in implementing 
the Platform for Action. 

International satellite conferencing of Beijing 4- 5 to expand the link with 
government officials and NGOs worldwide. 


Suggestions for the form and substance of Beijing + 5: 

Regarding the substance : 

* Negotiate only one document— a short declaration that celebrates and 
reaffirms the Platform for Action. 

* Each member state could be invited to submit a one-page summary Of a 
best practice or lessons learned. The Secretary General could issue these 
submissions as an official document of Beijing + 5. 

Regarding the format : 

Have a plenary where heads of delegations announce commitments they 
intend to take t6 accelerate implementation of the Platform for Action. 

* Have the concurrent informal sessions be a five-day dialogue— a sharing 
of best practices and lessons learned , for example: 

* Have concurrent informal sessions on best practices or lessons learned 
regarding each of the 1 2 critical areas of concern. B + 5 will take 
place over 5 days— that's ten sessions (morning and afternoon of each 
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of the five days. You could devote Monday morning to "violence 
against women," Monday afternoon to the "girl child," etc. Or you 
could have concurrent sessions, with Monday morning featuring 
"poverty" in one room, and "education" in another. 

Governments and NGOs could be invited to speak for 5 minutes on a 
best practice of lesson learned on that particular critical area of 
concern. In order to give every government and a fair number of 
NGOs the opportunity to speak, governments would have to sign up in 
advance and they would be limited to 2 or 3 critical areas of concern. 
This would have the warm atmosphere of an NGO forum rather than a 
heated inter-governmental debate —and I think it would yield positive 
results. 

The Press would proabably be more interested in this interactive 
dialogue than in debates over adjectives and commas. 

And, we could encourage governments to include NGOs on their 
delegations because many of the best practices arrd lessons learned 
will have emanated from the grass roots. This would also be an 
excellent opportunity to include youth on delegations so they could 
address the girl child and other issues. 
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Critical Areas of Concern in the Proposed Outcome Document for Bearing+S ■ 

In the proposed outcome document entitled "Further actions and initiatives to implement the 
Beijing Declaration and das Platform for Action", there are five problematic issues of concern 
to the Holy See. 

• ■ ' 

1 j New Teams ' . 


—new in the sense that 
they are not agreed terms used by the Unitod Nations, nor have they been clearly defined by the 
United Nations. 



These terms are; " sexual rights 'Yparas. S, 41, 41 bis, 37, 59 c) , " sexual orientation " 
(paras. 3, alt. 3, 44 bis, 56 i ter and 56 1], " full diversity of women' Yuaraa. 44 bis, 56 d bis, 63 
gj. For instance, as for the expression "sexual rights", the proposal to introduce this term, 
separating it from the function of reproduction is 'very misleading, because it could open the 
way to the approval of uncontrollable sexual freedom, for instance homosexuality or abortion. 


Even language on decriminal izing homosexuality and repealing laws which easgmagtt j}f 
discrimination and violence against lesbians (proposal far paras, 20 and 56 g bis) is not 
unambiguous. The Holy See cannot accept that the fight against discrimination and violence be 
manipulated in order to disguise an agenda intended to promote those life styles. 


On the basis of the mandate g i ve n to fixe Special Session by the General Assembly 
Resolutions A/RES/54/142 and A/RES/54/143, resolutions which specifically state that there 
is to be "no renegotiation of the Platform for Action", these terms must not be included. 


2) Appropriate references to the family and parental rights, duties and responsibilities 


The Holy See has made proposals to include language on the family throughout the 
document, but a group of States has introduced a paragraph on "families" (para- 51 ter)> which 
departs significantly from the agreed language on "family". 

The Holy Seo wishes also to include references to "the rights, duties and responsibilities" 
of parents in the education of their children, in paragraphs 27, 63 (t) and 63 (gg). Any proposal 
regarding the education of children or the provision of sexual and reproductive health 
information or services to young people must indudo a reference to parental rights, duties and 
responsibilities (para- 267 Beijing Blatfbrm). 
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Some groups of Countries have made proposals to include language an abortion and 
language an training health services providers in abortion, without reference to their righr to 
refuse on the 'basis of conscientious abjection. Although these proposals axe taken from 
paragraph 106 (It) of the Beijing Platform or from paragraph 63 (iff) of the Caireri-5 outcome 
document, all of them have changed the context and have removed the crucial balancing aspects 
of the original paragraph. 

'Where possible, such references To abortion, should he deleted. However, if delegations 
insist on including such language, the entire paragraph 1 06(k) of the Beijing Platform must be 
restated in fiill. 

As regards the language on abortion training for health service providers, iris imperative 
that the right of conscience be uphold, also because many countries have such a provision 
in their own legal systems. Suggested language would be; " — train and equip health service 
providers whose right of conscience should he fully recognized and, protected in accordance 
with Article 18 of the Universal Declaration ofHUTrtan Rights and should take other measures 
to ensure that- abortion is safe". 

Another possible reference to abortion is "forced pregnancy" (paragraphs 13 and 39}. The 
crime of "farced pregnancy" has been so defined by the Statute of the International Criminal 
Court: "Forced pregnancy means the unlawful confinement of a woman forcibly made pregnant, 
■with the intent of affecting the ethnic composition of any population or carrying out other grave 
violations of international law. This definition shall not in any way be interp reted as affecting 
national laws relating to pregnancy". (Arc 7.i) 

To ensure that this carefully drafted definition of "forced pregnancy" is taken into account, 
the Holy See has proposed to add "as defined as a war errirtua in Section 7.i. of tkr Xtsttui** n f 
the International Criminal Court . 

4) A holistic a p proach, to health care 

The paragraphs on the health care of women heed to take on a more holistic approach, 
rather than sole emphasis on the provision of - sexual and reproductive health services. This 
holistic approach is demonstrated in the Holy See*s alternative proposal for paragraph 9. In 
order to do this, 1 'primary health, care" should replace "sexual and reproductive health care" in 
as many paragraphs as possible. In eases where the specific references to sexual and 
reproductive health care remain, language should be inserted which ensures that (1} services 
are "Provided without any form of coercion" (Beijing Platform paras. 95, 96; ICPD paxas. 73, 
7.12, 1 131) and (2) in cases where girls are mentioned, "the rights, duties and responsibilities 
of parents" must be taken into account (Beijing Platform para. 267). 
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Sams language of concern to the Holy See : "aerial and reproductive health", which 
appears in several paragraphs, and "female-controlled contraceptive methods, such as the 
female condom and micrabicicles" (paras. 9, 3 1 and 63 t). 

CV Pmner references to the UN Conferenc e fa ff. Bajffl^Caho) which ftflfflMftTBlV T^ec tA e 
-ragervati ors made b y many delegations at these Conformed 

After The first mention of the Beijing Pl atform for Action (para. 1) and the Cairo 
Programme of Action (para. 8), the following language should he inserted, respectively: 

- Beijing: "as contained in foe report of the Fourth World Conference on Women" 

- Cairo: "as contained in the report of the Conference on Papulation and Development' . 

These references are essential because they take into account the reservations made hy many 
of the States who joined the consensus. A footnote is not sufficient. 
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Meeting with Delegation from the Holy See 
On Population Issues 

(February 9, 1999 - USDel Meeting Room) 
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! . OBJECTIVES 

• Solicit the Holy See delegation's cooperation in those 
areas of the IC-PD Program of Action on which we agree. 


• Reassure the delegation that the U.S. does not want the 
Forum results or the ICPD+5 review to be inconsistent 
with or go beyond the ICPD Program of Action. However, 
we do want forward-looking language in the action items 
that will help us overcome the obstacles countries have 
faced in implementing the Program of Action. . 


• Should it be raised, stress that the U.S. expects the 
ICPD+5 review to look at all areas of the Program of 
Action (including those the. Vatican had opposed.) . 

2 . APPROACH 


During your visit, you will meet with Monsignor Frank 
Dewayne, Holy See Delegation Head and member of the 
Pontifical Council "Cor Unum", and two other members of that 
delegation. Msgr. Dewayne is an experienced Vatican 
diplomat who headed the Holy See delegations to the Cairo 
and Beijing Conferences. While he will not back off 
hardline Vatican positions, he will prefer to focus on 
building consensus around issues touching on social justice, 
women's dignity and equality, and the family unit. 

Focus on those areas of the ICPD Program of Action that 
our two sides agree on, seeking a commitment to work 
together on them. They include gender equality and equity 
as the necessary precursors to sustainable development, and 
the education of girls and women to improve their health and ■ 
empower them to participate in the economic life and 
decision-making of their societies. Special attention to 
the needs of the poorest' as a matter of social justice, 
support for the family, and opposition to all forms of 
coercion, in population policies are additional areas of 
agreement. You can also mention the need to address the 
development needs of adolescents, recognizing the importance 
of young people in shaping the next century, but be aware 
that the subject of adolescents is delicate, as the Vatican 
believes "adolescent reproductive rights" is a code phrase 
for .premarital teenage sex. 



You do riot need to raise those issues where the 
Administration and the Vatican strongly differ; if they come 
up, you should just agree to disagree. In addition to' 
adolescent sexuality and reproductive rights, these issues-" 
include abortion, artificial' contraception and 
sterilization, and individual reproductive 'rights'. - 
basically, anything other than marital couples practicing . 
periodic sexual abstinence. Both, sides will defend their 
respective positions during the Forum debate and throughout 
the rest of the ICPD+5 review process. 

What we want from the Forum is a clear statement of 
experience to date and lessons learned. . In debate we will 
need to insist -that (1) the Forum results not go beyond the 
ICPD Program of Action, e.g., to discuss a "right to 
abortion",, and (2) the Forum results include all the., 
significant points of the Program of Action (some of which 
the Vatican opposes). You should reassure the Holy See 
delegation on the first point; if the second one comes up, 
stress our expectation that coverage of the Program of 
Action will be comprehensive. 

0 PARTICIPANTS 

Holy See 


Monsignor Frank Dewayne, Head of Delegation and member of 
the Pontifical Council "Cor Unum" 

The Honorable Carlo Cassi.no, European Parliament Deputy 
Monsignor Ettore Belest.rero, Secretary, Apostolic 
Nunciature in The Hague 

U.S. ■ 

Frank Loy 
Julia V. Taft 

Margaret Pollack, Director, Office of Population, PRM 
Peggy Curlin, President, CEDPA 


Attachment:' Background and Talking Points 
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THE VATICAN AND THE ICPD 

BACKGROUND: Pope John Paul II has been an outspoken, opponent, 
of abortion and "artificial" contraception. He considers ■' 
legalized abortion' fox any reason a sign of ,a "culture of 
death". Under the Church's position that every- act of 
intercourse should hold the possibility of conception, only 
periodic abstinence is acceptable as a family planning 
method. The Church opposes even condom usage, for protection 
from' HIV/AIDS. This position is more extreme than, that of 
conservative U.S. activists such as Rep. Chris Smith (R, NJ) 
who accept at least barrier methods 'to prevent 
fertilization,. The Pope also believes that U,.S. culture 
overemphasizes individualism, including in regard to 
sexuality and reproductive rights, to the detriment of the 
family and society. 

The Pope's fear that the 1994 ICPD in Cairo would, 
propose a "right to abortion" was not realized;. Cairo 
disavowed abortion .as a method of . family planning . The Holy 
See ultimately supported much -of the ICPD Program of Action, . 
although it had not joined the consensus at earlier 
international population conferences in. Bucharest and Mexico 
City. Cairo's greater acceptability stemmed from the 
linkage it 'made between, development and population, and its 
opposition to all forms of coercion in population policies. 
The Holy See also singled out as praiseworthy Cairo's . 
emphasis on the family, women's status and women's health, 
migration, and respect for religious and cultural beliefs. 

The Holy See did not join the consensus on certain 
Program of Action chapters. The concept that couples and 
individuals should have access to a range of contraception 
exceeded the Vatican' s acceptable parameters for sexual 
activity: the marital couple and natural family planning. 

The Holy See specifically objected to the use of condoms in 
HIV/AIDS prevention programs. It viewed provisions dealing 
with sexuality among adolescents as implying extramarital 
activity and, hence, unacceptable. Such language as "In 
circumstances where abortion is not against the law, it 
should be safe" did not meet the Holy See' s wish that 
abortion be explicitly condemned under all circumstances. 

After heavy and ‘ generally negative media coverage of 
its mostly hard-line stance in. Cairo, the Holy See focused 
on defending the dignity of women at the 1995 Beijing 
Conference on Women. It was very pleased with our support 
in Beijing for the family, religion, the role of mothers, 
and health care and education for women and girls. These 


themes are , part of the ICPD Program of Action as well, and 
are natural points for cooperation between .the U.S. and the 
Holy See during ICPD+5. ' 

Since Cairo, however, the Holy See has continued to work , 
against key aspects of the international consensus reached, 
at the. ICPD. Top level Church officials in the Vatican and 
abroad still vocally oppose artificial . contraception. They 
have called safe sex immoral and advised that condoms do not 
protect against HIV/AIDS-,. .and cut off (symbolic) funding to 
UNICEF over emergency contraception for raped women. They 
oppose unmarried adolescent access to sex education, 
counseling and contraception. The Vatican told Catholic 
counseling centers in Germany not to issue counseling 
certificates, needed for legal abortions, to pregnant 
clients who might seek abortions. No U.S. hospital- or 
health facility under Catholic management is allowed to 
offer artificial contraception and sterilization counseling 
or services. After Church lobbying. Catholic-sponsored 
insurance plans were exempted from U.S., legal requirements 
to cover contraceptives-. 

The Vatican' s hardline positions are not followed by 
many clerics and most laity, nor are they in the religious 
mainstream regarding the implementation of the ICPD Program 
of Action. Religion Counts - an inter-religious group of 
religious scholars, experts, and leaders from around the 
world - met in Rome in January to draft and issue "The Rome 
Declaration on the ICPD". The Rome Declaration articulates, 
religious support for ethical approaches to population and 
development, and declares solidarity with the ICPD Program 
of Action. Implicitly addressing some of the Holy See's 
positions, it reaffirms that comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health care should be available to all women 
and men. The Declaration states that "Those who value life 
should support access to services that prevent the 
transmission of HIV." And it opines that the ICPD Program 
of Action's "limited statements on abortion do not violate 
the teachings of any of our traditions" . 
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TALKING POINTS 

• The U.S. shares with the Holy See a, desire to 
strengthen . families , enhance women' s dignity and 
status through education and health care, and 

■ address population issues squarely within the' 
broader development context. 

• I hope that our delegations will be able to work 
closely together here to advance our common 'goals 
in these areas. 

• We want the ICPD+5 review to chart .the way 
forward for progress in population and 

. development within the hard-won international 
understanding reached in Cairo. 

• We do not want to reopen old controversies, and 
would oppose any attempt to change or go beyond 
the ICPD Program of Action. 

• However, we do anticipate supporting future 
actions that will help us overcome the obstacles 
we are facing in implementing the commitments 

: ■ made in Cairo . 

• (If raised) The U.S. expects the results of this 
Forum, and the whole ICPD+5 process, to include a 
comprehensive review of the ICPD Program of 
Action, lessons learned and steps ahead. 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Hillary: 

This note is to let you know how important I think your 
upcoming trip to Pakistan, India et. al. is and how pleased I am 
that you are undertaking the trip. I have spent considerable 
time in both countries of late. They are struggling to improve 
life for their people and desperately want respect from and 
involvement by the U.S. You can give hope and respect to the 
government and the people— especially in Pakistan — that few 
others could bring. 

You may know that AES plans to invest nearly $700 million in 
electricity generation facilities in each country and I have met 
with Prime Minister Bhutto on several occasions in this regard. 
When our projects are completed in Pakistan, they will likely 
represent the largest private investment by a single company in 
the history of the country. We will probably sign some 
additional agreements on the projects when the Prime Minister 
is here next month. Anything you can do to assure her of our 
commitment to meeting Pakistan’s electricity needs and of our 
credibility as people would be helpful. 

Again, it’s an important time to make such a trip. You will 
honor the countries with your visit and make an enormous 
contribution. If I can help in any way, let me know. 



DWB/jh 


iff 


1001 North 19th Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 
(703)522-1315 
Telecopier (703) 528-4510 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


A New Congress. An Old Issue: Health Care ‘95 

The failure to pass health care reform in the 103rd Congress has not 
weakened the desire of most Americans for modifications to the national health care 
delivery' system. By mid-summer 1 994. more than 60% of Americans believed that 
Congress should wait until the next session to consider a "better’' bill. That, coupled with 
Republican attacks on the Crime Bill and its subsequent delay in passage, effectively 
ended health care reform for 1994. However, Americans did not say table health care 
reform forever -- they said wait until the next session. That next session is here. 

Whereas the 1992 election was a call for “change/’ the 1994 election, is a demand 
for. dramatic “reform.” But make no mistake. November 8, 1994 was about changing the 
players on Capitol Hill, and changing the “solutions.” Our post-election polling makes 
clear that the failure of the Administration to understand public sentiment about health 
care — and not the placement of health care on the legislative agenda — was a significant 
factor in the Democratic defeat in November. Today, less than one in five Americans 
believe “the health care system in this country should be kept basically the same.” 

A majority (52%) believe it should be “reformed,” and 28% maintain that the 
health care system must be “radically changed.” 

The debate must now progress from generic concepts to specific reforms. The 
substantiation must lie in empirical evidence. The public will accept no less. They have 
been left too long to wonder what the entire debate is about, when it will begin, and who 
will now be in charge of it. 

The new Congress has been given a strategic opportunity to deliver the type of 
modest and sensible reform the American people desire. As this national benchmark 
survey conducted for the Healthcare Leadership Council shows, such reform must be • 
accomplished without the type of government intrusion which was proposed by 
Washington - and soundly rejected by the American people - in 1994. 

To go beyond what the public will accept is to invite failure on the issue. But 

to ignore the call for. reform altogether is perhaps much worse, for it signals to the public 
that Washington, despite 100 fresh faces and a newly-assembled majority in both the 
House and Senate, is conductin': "business-as-usual." 







It is within this context that the American people offer their retrospective on 

“Health Care '94” and issue advice (if not admonition) for "Health Care '95. ’ 

Lessons from 1994 

• Americans are disappointed that health care legislation did not pass in 1994. A 
majority believe that this was a negative occurrence for the country. 

• When offered a list of priorities for 1 995. health care reform actually finishes above 
cutting taxes. 

• Satisfaction with the health care system in the U.S. is evenly split: 45% express at 
least some satisfaction (though the intensity of approval is extremely low), while 51% 
are dissatisfied. 

• More people disapprove of President Clinton's handling of health care than his 
overall job performance. The President has lost nearly all credibility on the health 
care issue. Only one-fourth (25%) of all .Americans trust him when he speaks on the 
issue. 

• With 80% of Americans still calling for health care reform, a majority of Americans 
believe that the health care system is so broken that the federal government must get 
involved. 

• The credibility of the health care industry and the medical profession have been 
damaged bv the health care debate: only 30% of Americans trust doctors 
"completely" or "mostly" when they speak on health care. Further, Americans are 
most likelv to believe an independent health care expen (32%) or a friend or family 
member (29%) rather than a doctor (26%) in determining which health care package 
offers the best combination of cost, choice and quality. 
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The most important lesson from 1994 must serve as the first piece of advice 
for 1995: no proposal can put government in the position of restricting quality and 
choice. 

It may have taken a long time to discover this fact and then explain it to the nation 
in the last session, but once done, the Clinton health care package was doomed. By the 
end of the health care debate, a majority of Americans felt that the Clinton plan would 
increase the cost of their coverage, reduce the number of choices and quality of care they 
would receive, and relinquish control of health care to a federal government which is out- 
of-touch and unable to affect positive national change. 

Repetition of this mistake may lead to repetition Of its consequences: a perception 
that the party in legislative power is unresponsive to the needs of the people and therefore 
unworthy of their trust (and votes). 


Advice for 1995 

In order to avoid a repeat of last month's tsunami, lawmakers would be wise to 

listen to the American people and heed their advice for re-approaching health care in 

1995. 

• Very few people think that health care reform will pass in 1995. Now that 

Republicans control Congress, just 15% think there is an “excellent” or “good” 
chance that reform legislation will be enacted in the next Congress, while an 
overwhelming 85% think chances for passage are only “fair” or “poor.” 

• The public is most likely to blame Republicans in Congress for the failure of health 
reform passage in 1994: it therefore follows that Republicans would likely be given 
credit for its passage in 1995-96. 

• Americans would favor a GOP-backed plan over one endorsed by the President, 44%- 
32%. 

• From. a communications standpoint, .Americans react equally favorably to the terms 
"health care - ' and "health insurance." 

• Americans categorically reject universal coverage as advocated last session: 70% 
favor universal access to services, with just 30% favoring that the government 
guarantee coverage to every .American. 
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Americans call for specific components as part of a health care improvement package, 
namely, portability, guaranteed renewability (when informed of the concept) and 
medical savings accounts. 


Specific Reforms 

What, then, must Congress do? What type of "reform” do Americans want? 
Simply put. reform that does not change the basic nature of their current health care 
arrangement but which makes noticeable changes to the perceived deficiencies in the 
national delivery system. The real challenge for Congress, the medical profession and 
the health care industry lies in delivering on the simplicity of what Americans want: 
let me keep my own, and don’t let anyone take it away from me. 

The fact is, those with health care coverage are very pleased with what they have 
right now; only 12% express dissatisfaction with their health care plan; Even when 
asked about specific features of their coverage, the level of dissatisfaction still, remains 
quite low: 

23% are dissatisfied with the COST of their plan; 

1 0% are dissatisfied with the range of CHOICES they have; 

6% are dissatisfied with the QUALITY of care they receive. 


Ironically, Americans tend to be somewhat more content with their coverage now 
than they were a year ago, when they were being told that such coverage was inadequate 
and in need of government intervention. The effort to have Big Brother reach in and 
touch each of us personally having failed. Americans have a heightened appreciation for 
the type of coverage they currently enjoy. 
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Leave Managed Care Alone 

Popular agreement with personal coverage is further supported by the following 
chart, which illustrates the overwnelming satisfaction by all Americans with the quality 
and choice of their current health care plan, regardless of their type of insurance. As 
shown below, this singularity of opinion breaks down somewhat when the issue of cost is 
'examined: . 



TOTAL 

HMO 

PPO 






mmmmm 

QUALITY 

90% 

91% 

94% 

90% 






CHOICE 

89% 

87%- 

■ 91% 

89% 






COST 

74% 

77% 
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This chan destroys "conventional wisdom” put forth by some that "conventional 
coverage ' (fee-for-service) is preferred superior to managed care, particularly with 
respect to the number of choices and the enhanced quality of care it offers its members. 
As the surv ey results demonstrate, in addition to being far more satisfied than their_ 
fee-for-service counterparts with the cost of their plan, people in managed care are 
'more~satisfied with dT^quajify anSThoTce t h eyTeceiv e as well. 

- •2-' , "Zs i - 

This data indicates two clear conclusions: 

(1) That attempts to dismantle the managed care industry over the 
past two years failed miserably, as its premise chokes the ty pe 
of marketplace choices which all Americans cherish; and, 

(2) That efforts by Members of Congress in 1995 to tinker with 
managed care will be challenged vigorously by members of 
managed care themselves. 
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The Ideal Health Care Plan 

In testing various health coverage plan components, Americans themselves have 
come up with an "ideal health care plan.” This reform package is simple in that it 
consists of just two fundamental features: portability and guaranteed access to coverage 
despite a pre-existing condition or illness. 

With a remarkable 87% approving of the following specific health care reform 
package, including 52%. "strongly" so. Congress has an unmistakable opportunity to 
literally give the people what they want: 

“An ability to carry your health insurance from one job to the 
next. A guarantee of your ability to keep your health insurance 

if you lost your job. A guarantee that you or a family member 
could not be turned down bv a health insurance company because 
of a pre-existing condition or illness.” 

An examination of specific verbatim responses about the plan further elucidate the 
reasons why the public embraces this new -Totally Transferable Non-Gancellable 
Health Care Alternative:” 

"I like it because family members cannot be turned down because of an existing 
condition.. . . I am about to retire and would like to take my insurance with me. ” 

'7 like the part about not being turned down. Vne of my friends who had cancer had a 
hard time keeping insurance: the insurance knew his cost would be high because of the 
cancer. " 

'7 don’t think that if you lose your fob you should lose your insurance. 

•• When I lost mv job. that was it. It shouldn 't happen that way. You should have a 
choice. " 
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Medical Savings Accounts 

Last session. 22 bills sponsored and supported by Members on both sides of the 
aisle, and endorsed by different groups within the health care and insurance industries, 
would have provided for "Medical Savings Accounts” (MSA’s). Similar to IRA’s, 

MSA’s allow employees to recoup any medical insurance dollars which they and their 
families had not used at the end of the year by placing them in a special tax-free account. 
For healthy families who do not "spend” all of their insurance money in a given year, 
MSA’s provide a "medical nest. egg to help pay for emergencies and long-term care later 
on. 

As tested by some employers nationwide, MSA’s have met with resounding 
success by employees who feel the double benefit of quality coverage and a financial 
"bonus.” As tested in this national survey, a majority (56%) of Americans support 
inclusion or MSA’s in a national health care reform package, and 57% say they would 
use such a tax-free medical savings account if it were made available to them. 

Bevond its support in a telephone poll (where MSA’s are defined for respondents 
who undoubtedly are hearing about them for the first time), MSA’s are one of the most 
popular health care concepts featured in today’s discussions. When mentioned in focus 
groups, where unlike telephone surveys, discussions expand and definitions turn into 
explanations, confused or skeptical respondents become informed and supportive. The 
"too-good-to-be-true" mentality that many have of MSA’s, dissipates with the 
introduction of hard-evidence about its implementation and personal success stories from 
real people. 

The more intense acceptance of MSA's in the focus group setting suggests 
popular acceptance of MSA's. However, both the qualitative and the quantitative 
research - as well as the real-life stories - proves that the educational effort is absolutely 
necessary. To know MSA’s is to love them. To use MSA’s is to restore a little bit of 
faith in a health care system which Americans believe accommodates their own personal 
needs, but fails to meet the needs of the nation as a whole. 

Thus, anv attempt at sensible and modest reform which attempts to protect the 
patient's right to access, portability and guaranteed renewability should go one step 
further by actively creating a reward (MSA’s) of long-term health security for responsible 
insureds who do not abuse the system and who seek long-term coverage security. 



-I Final Note 


The one certain result of the health care debate of the past two years is the 
creation of fear among all Americans. Fear that health insurance will be denied because 
of a pre-existing condition or illness. Fear that career choices may come at the expense of 
maintaining health coverage. Fear that "Big Brother ’ will reach in and attempt to 
legislate the most fundamental component of life — health care. 

The only wav to eradicate such fear is to respond to it directly. Americans want 
specifics: details, definitions, numbers. Accordingly, the final piece ot advice for health 
care '95 comes in the form of a checklist of questions to help guide the debate: 

What does this particular feature entail? 

IVhat does this mean to me? 

How much it will cost? 

Will I benefit either now or in the future? 

To all involved in the health care debate: before proposing a generic concept or a 
specific reform this year, ask yourselves these questions. The American people surely 

will. ; 


Methodology 

This survev was conducted over, the telephone from November 28th until 
December 1st. one thousand adults from across the nation were interviewed during this 
process. This survev has a margin ot error ot ~3 . 1 % with a 95% confidence level. This 
means that in 95 out of 100 cases, results will fall within the margin of error. 
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U.S. Agency for 
International 
Development 


August .21, 1995 


Office of 
the Administrator 


SUBJECT: Women’s Political Participation and 

Legal Rights Initiative 



MEMORANDUM FOR: The First Lad 


FROM: 


Carol Lan 



I wanted to bring you up to date on the initiatives that the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) has been developing that are relevant to the Beijing 
Conference and will be ready to be announced there. 

It is increasingly well recognized that economic and social progress will remain 
daunting -- not only for women, but for developing nations as a whole — if women are 
denied equal legal status and lack a Clear voice in public decision making. To respond to 
this challenge, USAID has developed a Women’s Political Participation and Legal Rights 
Initiative. The Initiative recognizes that: 

• While on paper most women around the world enjoy the right to vote, a web 
of cultural, social, legal, economic, and educational constraints often inhibit 
their actual political participation. 

• Women’s legal status is closely linked to their political participation, yet 
limitations on women’s legal rights are widespread. Globally, restrictions on 
women’s ownership of land and other property are common, making women 
less able to invest, borrow, and otherwise be economically productive. 
Moreover, women’s ability to marry, divorce, conduct a wide variety of 
transactions, and even - in some instances - participate in family planning 
programs, is also often legally constrained and subject to the approval of male 
family members or guardians. 
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• Enforcement of women’s legal rights is often lax: intimidation and violence are 
often used to discourage women’s legal claims and disenfranchise, women. 

USAID’s initiative will consist of two distinct, but mutually reinforcing, programs to 
address these concerns: political participation and legal rights. 

Women’s Political Participation 

The goal of the Women’s Political Participation program is to increase women’s 
access and involvement in both elections and ongoing political activities in emerging 
democracies around the globe. Specifically, the program will provide assistance in four 
areas critical to achieving this goal: 

• Leadership Training : Efforts will include support to women candidates and 
newly elected officials. Through this support, women’s abilities to build a 
base of political power and to conduct political, legislative and other 
governmental activities will be enhanced. 

• Networking: Supporting networks among politically active women is the 
second integral Component of the program. This will enable women who are 
already active in politics to share their valuable experiences and ideas with 
other women leaders. The initiative will support women’s political 
organizations which engage and empower other women and which help to 
build networks in support of women’s participation. 

• Civic Education: Activities will include support for long and short-term 
programs involving civic education for women, particularly for groups that 
have traditionally been marginalized. Civic education will result in increased 
knowledge and awareness among all women about their political and legal 
rights and responsibilities and increased registration and voter participation 
among women. 

• Technical Training. The achievement of the program’s goal also requires the 
provision of technical services which will strengthen women’s participation in 
the political process. These activities may include a small grants program to 
support indigenous nongovernmental organizations in pilot or experimental 
activities, as well as general institutional support, research and studies. 
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Women’s Legal Rights 

While a number of effective programs have been put in place to facilitate women’s 
awareness of their legal rights, much greater capacity is required to adequately address the 
widespread problem of women’s legal status. Equitable enforcement of women’s legal rights 
necessitates the strengthening of nongovernmental organizations, academic institutions and 
other organizations that facilitate linkages between communities and the state, encourage a 
more participatory decision making process, and demand greater accountability from 
governmental institutions. 

The Women’s Legal Rights program will both develop knowledge and disseminate 
information regarding women’s legal status and build the capacity of organizations and 
institutions to bolster those legal rights. The Initiative’s research- and capacity-building 
efforts will focus on three key areas: legislative issues, the judiciary, and community 
attitudes and customs with regard to women’s legal rights. It is clear that discriminatory 
laws, judicial interpretation and local practices all shape the level of acceptance and 
enforcement of women’s legal rights in the developing world. The initiative will undertake 
important programs in: , 

Research and Information Dissemination : This will support research and 
documentation as a basis for identifying the highest priority legal rights issues 
affecting women to determine the most severe obstacles to women’s legal rights 
(legislative, judicial, community awareness/acceptance). These programs will also 
identify the types of program interventions that are most effective in improving 
women’s legal status. 

Nongovernmental Organization Capacity Building: Improving the capacity of 
nongovernmental organizations will be crucial as these organizations are given an 
expanding role in the design and implementation of development programs. A 
combination of program support and technical assistance will be available to support 
organizations that are striving to improve women’s legal rights. These programs will 
include those that strengthen women’s legal literacy, integrate gender issues into law 
school curricula, provide gender sensitivity training to the judiciary, provide or 
support legal clinics, engage in direct policy dialogue with legislators to promote 
more equitable laws and policies, and facilitate partnerships and networks across 
sectors. 

We believe the Women’s Political Participation and Legal Rights Initiative will make 
an important contribution to the goals expressed in Cairo, Copenhagen and those that will 
come out of Beijing. 


COPY 


- 4 


It is our hope that you may be able to announce this Initiative if you go to Beijing. I 
am sure you have heard all the arguments, pro and con, repeatedly for attending the 
Conference. Our view at USAID is that women’s issues are urgent and compelling 
throughout the World and your presence would call attention to them in a way that no other 
person’s would. It should be possible to do that without appearing to give approbation of 
any kind to the Chinese government’s human rights, nuclear or other objectionable policies. 
Indeed, your being there could bring even more attention to the human rights failures -- 
especially as they affect women — of the government of China and perhaps serve to bring 
about a more rapid amelioration in those policies. 

Please let me know if you need further information about this Initiative or any other 
of our programs before your departure. 
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***DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION*** 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Hillary, Maggie, Melanne (cc: Neel, Patti) 

Fr : Lisa 

Re: Suggested Media Strategy for UN Fourth World Conference on 
Women 

Dt: August 30, 1995 


Throughout your trip, it is important for us to underscore 
your longstanding work and advocacy on behalf of women, families 
and children. It is important to stress the interconnection 
between these issues: If women flourish, families flourish, 
economies flourish and therefore communities and societies are 
healthy, strong and flourishing. This will provide the media 
with a context for your trip to Beijing and will also serve as 
the uniting theme, tying together your trips to Beijing, 
Copenhagen and South Asia, and your speeches to the UN to all of 
the work that you have done here at home domestically on behalf 
of women, families, and children not just as First Lady but also 
over the past 25 years. 

I think to reinforce the notion of bringing your trip to 
Beijing home, it is important to schedule some listening sessions 
following the Atlanta and Santa Fe models upon your return. 

These events will serve to visually and substantively connect 
your trip to the UN Women's Conference to women in the United 
States. I would propose doing one or two with working women and 
one with young women (college or late high school age). The 
reason I suggest both working women and younger women is to draw 
a connection between the two. Investing in and educating girls 
and younger women leads to working women who will contribute to a 
healthy and prosperous society. 

In addition to scheduled events, we should give some thought 
to potential media opportunities. I have some thoughts which I 
have outlined below. Maggie, Melanne and I agree that we do not 
want to make any commitments at this time and Want to stay fluid 
to see how things go in China. I generally propose some press 
opportunities while on the trip, followed by series of press 
opportunities when you return as a way to report back on your 
trip. With all this in mind, here are some suggested press 
opportunities with possible dates with the goal of riding out the 
positive press coverage and positive press relations we hope to 
gain on this trip: 

o 10 minute one-on-one interview with Judy Woodruff of CNN 
while in Beijing (Judy will be anchoring from Beijing during the 
Women's Conference). — September 6. 
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o 30 minute on the record wrap up session with travelling 
press corps. We could potentially chose to do this session in 
Mongolia on the terrace of the Guest House which Maggie says is 
beautiful. We could do the 30 minute wrap up session with the 
cameras and then host an informal cocktail reception with the 
press on the terrace. It would be a nice conclusion to the trip. 
— September 7 . 

o Dan Rather has requested a one-on-one interview with you 
upon your return for the evening news. He has requested to be 
the first prime time television interview. I would suggest pre- 
taping a 10 minute one-on-one interview with Dan Rather on 
September 11 to air that evening. What I like about the Rather 
interview as the first: interview when you are back is that it 
establishes the Women'js- Conference and women's issues as a 
serious story. This will help to reinforce our message that 
women's issues are not! "soft" issues. — September 11. 

o Suggest a women's listening session event in DC/Baltimore 
area on September 11 dr 12. Not only would this serve to 
immediately bring your trip to Beijing home, but it will also 
give fresh domestic b-|roll footage to tie in with the footage 
from Beijing. If we do a women's listening session in a college 
town (i.e. Baltimore) , you could conduct a college press round 
table discussion to talk about your trip and women's issues after 
the listening session. If we do women's listening session in a 
college town, I would suggest going to a community college. 

o 30 minute live appearance on "Good Morning America" with 
women from Atlanta and Santa Fe listening sessions to discuss UN 
Fourth World Conference on Women and related issues. The 
preference is to have you in the studio in NY with Joan Lunden 
and the women from the listening sessions and then have a 
satellite interaction jwith women at Beijing conference (probably 
Ela Bhatt and one other) — September 12 or 13. 

o Guest appearance on "Regis & Kathie Lee" from 9 am-10 am 
after "Good Morning America" while we are in NY. Regis and Kathie 
Lee has a huge women's 1 audience and would be an important target 
group for you to hit. -- September 12 or 13. 

o On the record press breakfast with Los Angeles Times. To 
be broadcast by C-SPAN. Not only is California an important 
state for us politically, but the Los Angeles Times understands 
international and Pacific Rim politics. In addition, it has a 
large audience of opin'ion makers. — September 13 or 14. 

o 30 minute one-ojn-one interview with Lanny Jones of People 
Magazine. You could do the interview with White House photo 
spread of photos taken! during your trip. — Week of September 11 
to come out on the stands the week of September 18. 

o Host an on the record luncheon at White House for the 
editors of women's magazines. — Week of September 11 or week of 
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September 18. (I think this is something we should institute on 
a regular basis over t:he next year, perhaps once every three 
months. ) 

o One hour of television satellites into major markets for 
their noon television jshows, which are usually heavily female 
audiences^ -- September 14 or 15. 

o One hour of radio interview time with radio talk shows 
heavily geared to woman's audiences. — September 14 or 15. 

o Do a background or on the record meeting with the 
"economic tong". (The|re are a number of tongs, or informal 
groups of reporters, that Mike McCurry is trying pull in on a 
regular basis to see sjenior White House officials to give the 
press more access.) You could talk about economic issues as they 
pertain to women. Mikje McCurry thinks this would be a great 
idea. — Week of September 18 


o Education trade 
education reporters to 
women and girls to our 
September 18 . 


press — Roundtable discussion with 
talk importance of education of young 
economy and our society. — Week of 


o Pitch a "Prime Time Live" segment which would be done by 
Ann Compton that wouldl tell the story of your trip to South Asia 
and Beijing and how those two trips relate to what you are doing 
here at home. Suggested air date September 13, the day before 


This would probably en 
Ann Compton. 


the Beijing conference ends, or a week later on September 20. 


ail a 20 minute one-on-one interview with 
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List of Travelling Press to China and Mongolia 

1. Terry Hunt, AP — Chief White House correspondent. He is a 
fan of yours and therefore he will have high expectations. He is 
very fair and an all around good person. 

2. Larry McQuillan, Reuters — White House correspondent. Second 
to Gene Gibbons. Larry has the reputation for being one of if 
not the nicest reporters in the White House Press Corps. He 
interviewed you last winter about your work on behalf of the Gulf 
War veterans and wrote a very positive story. 

3. Andrea Mitchell, NBC — ■ Former White House correspondent. She 
was replaced by Brian Williams, whom NBC is grooming to take over 
for Tom Brokaw. Andrea now covers the State Department. She is 
very aggressive and a very good reporter. 

4. Claire Shipman, CNN — White House correspondent. She is 
CNN's newest White House hire, covering the White House with Wolf 
Blitzer and Jill Doherty. Claire was with us on our trip to 
South Asia. She is very fair and positive toward you. She is 
also very easy going. 

5. Ann Compton, ABC — White House correspondent. Second to Brit 
Hume. Ann has covered the White House for years, usually doing 
spots for Good Morning America. Ann can be aggressive, but is 
usually very fair. I believe we made her a Hillary fan on the 
South Asia trip. 

6. Martha Teichner, CBS — General correspondent. Has done a 
large amount of foreign reporting. Martha was with us on the 
trip to South Asia and | did a number of very positive stories on 
you and your trip for CBS This Morning. She is still talking 
about how wonderful the South Asia trip was. 

7. Hillary Stout, Wall Street Journal — White House 
correspondent. Covers the White House with Mike Frisby. Hillary 
came to the White House beat within the past month or so 
replacing Rick Wartzman. Prior to coming to the White House, 
Hillary covered health |care and was one of the reporters who did 
the most balanced and most in depth coverage of the debate. She 
interviewed you last fall and wrote a positive profile piece 
which appeared on the front page of the Wall Street Journal. 

8. Martha Brant, Newsweek — General assignment reporter. Martha 
is about 28 or 29 years old and has been a general assignment 
reporter with Newsweek |for a year. She is based in New York and 
was a writer and researcher for Newsweek before becoming a 
general assignment reporter. She is a Yale graduate. Martha did 
a significant amount of the general assignment reporting for the 
Newsweek cover story on John F. Kennedy, Jr. earlier this month. 

9. John Ficara, Newsweek Photographer 
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10. Doug Mills, AP Photographer 

11. Win McNamee, Reuters Photographer 

12. Stephanie Smith, ABC — Network television pool producer. 

13. Gary Roseriberg, ABC — Network television sound person. 

14. Douglas Allmond, ABC — Network television camera person. 
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Oq Monday, I attended a meeting at USIA conducted by Iris Burnett, Chief of Staff at USIA, 
land learned that there has been an interagency group of women who have come together to work 
on international women’s issues. 


Many of the issues I shared with you in my first memo are on their agenda as well. The mam 
point is that we need to deal with all three intg mationaLc^^ (population , women, social . 
issues) with a set of articulated and ongoing issues. Also, because of the strong positions 
regarding women from the Vienna Conference on Human Rights, continuity is important. 


I also learned that the earlier suggestion I made to you about outreach to the agencies is ^ 
underway and each agency has been asked to submit whattheyar ejlgiii g fo rj yome n to the S taff • 

Department. After each agency’s input is included into an overall document, which also includes ^ ^ ^ 

recommendations from the last Preparatory Conference, it willjgo to the Hill for commema nd LjL« . 
then to the next Prepcon in April of 19 95. As you know, every country needs to produce a 
*7 national plan for the Beijing Conference. 

USIA wants to produce materials that can be used internationally for training of women to help 
them to achieve their goals in their countries. 


Finally, it is also clear that the women’s community will need to keep continued pressure on to 
move the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) to the Senate for action in this year. The United States and Iraq are the two larger 
countries which have not yet ratified the Convention. 

lit is in the legal department at State, and is in the process of going out for final comment to the 
agencies. As I discussed this with Senators Boxer and Murray, they are ready to raise the issue 
with Secretary Christopher so that there is understanding that this must move sooner rather than 
later, and that there is a body of people who can be mobilized to help gain passage. Lael 
j Staegell is in the process of analyzing all of the issues that could develop during the 
I consideration by Foreign Relations and then the full Senate. 




W£ J, 





Hillary Rodham Cliiuon 
May 25, 1994 
Page Two 


I am attaching the document which B’nai Brith Women, who have been heroes on this issue have 
prepared. Note the huge coalition they have put together over the years. 

1 hope that this additional information is helpful and that we may be able to talk soon. 

I was at the breakfast this morning— you were terrific. It was an important forum and you hit 
a home run. That whole message about women as the caregivers and decision-makers is what 

Ann Lewis and I were trying to get out there. 

cc: Melanne Verveer and Ann Bartley ' ' 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504 

January 21, 1999 

FOR FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 


FROM: 


LARRY BUTLE 




SUBJECT: Northern Ireland Political Leadership Opportunity 

for Women Event, Friday, January 22 at 10:45 a.m. 


Setting - 

You are greeting the participants of Mary Louise Oates' 
initiative .to provide a cross-section of Northern Irish women 
political activists with a week-long .seminar (program attached) 
covering the nuts-and-bolts of political action. Most prominent 
among the 20 attendees are' Daphne Trimble (spouse of First 
Minister David : Trimble) , Inez McCormick (head of Ireland's 
combined trade union movement )• and Geraldine McAteer. They are . 
relatively young — the average age is under 40, meaning that, 
they have grown up with the Troubles. 

You are meeting them following Mo. Mowlam's successful brokering 
of yet another cliff-hanger deal that moved Good Friday 
implementation closer to. its final goal. Though the mood on the 
ground is generally grim, and subject to fluctuations, there is 
reason for optimism. Your objectives with this group is: 

• Indicate your strong support for follow through on the 
September Vital Voices Conference in Belfast. 

• Reaffirm the President' s undiminished commitment to supporting 
implementation of the Good Friday Accord. 

• Remind them that thanks to hard work and despite occasional 
setbacks , much good has happened since Good Friday and that 
their commitment is critical to the permanence of peace and 
establishment of social equality and justice in Northern 
Ireland. 

Trimble accepted. February 15 as the date when the Assembly .will 
formally vote on establishing the new Executive, after .which • 
Mowlam is free to start the process of naming the new ministers. 
He skillfully secured a large majority of unionist votes in 
support of this. This frames up the final step clearly — ; a 



2 


substantial IRA gesture on decommissioning or a bold political 
gamble by unionists to move forward in the absence of an IRA 
gesture. will unlock the rest Of the . process . The. target date 
for devolution is March 10, though Mowlam has allowed for a 
month's slippage to factor in the contribution our St. Patrick's 
Day events can make if necessary. The combination of Mowlam and 
Blair, teamed with Bertie Ahern and the President is the best 
guarantee that peace will succeed .and endure . 

However, Tony Blair told the ' President today that he is 
concerned at the prospect for renewed violence. He bases this 
fear on increasing "street" violence in the form of IRA and. 
Loyalist punishment attacks on member's of their own communities, 
and on sporadic, and minor, acts of terrorism by renegade 
elements on both sides. Nonetheless, and in the face of strong" 
Tory criticism, Blair is holding firm on continuing prisoner 
releases and the other confidence-building areas of the Good 
Friday Accord. 

The political context for Women in Northern Ireland (adapted 
from a NI Academic paper) 

The Northern Ireland Assembly elections were encouraging for 
progress in women's participation in the political process as 14 
of the 108 seats went to women candidates. However, this is 
still unacceptably low and the majority is tilted to nationalist 
parties — five for Sinn Fein and three for SDLP (Unionists 
placed three women in the Assembly, Monica McWilliams' Women's 
Coalition snagged two seats, though Pearl Sagar failed in her 
bid, and the remaining seat went to the. Alliance Party). 

Anyone looking at television footage of political leaders 
assembling for the all party talks or giving interviews could be 
forgiven for thinking that women have had a limited involvement 
in the peace process. The reality is different. Women have 
made a distinctive and significant contribution to the search 
for peace in Ireland over many years and are playing an 
increasingly vital role at many levels. 

This has not been easy. Ireland, and Northern Ireland in 
particular, is a (decreasingly) conservative society where 
women' s roles were defined primarily in relation to home and 
family. Some of the women involved in the early phases of the 
Civil Rights Movement remember participating in marches and 
demonstrations demanding "one man, one vote, " without any 
consciousness ' of the implicit anomaly. Such contradictions held 
true across both communities and were accentuated by the 
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religious and social ‘ .structures through which women were 
elevated as symbols of community identity and bearers of 
tradition but precluded from a public role in the- negotiation 
and re-negotiation of those traditions. 

At a practical level women have faced many problems in becoming 
involved in the initiatives that underlay the start of. the peace 
process. Many had to- combine community and campaigning ' 
activities with responsibilities to family, home and employment. 
Amid all this many have also suffered terrible personal 
tragedieis, loss of close relatives or friends and disruption of 
family life,, as a. direct result of violence. Such experiences 
erected barriers of suspicion and fear between women and it is- 
hard to overestimate the effort that has been needed to begin 
the process of dismantling them. 

But out of all these problems, perhaps because, of them, women 
have made a vital and distinct, if undervalued, contribution to 
the search for peace. In the initial phase of the current 
"Troubles" during the early 1970s, women were involved in the 
first groups, such as Women Together and Women for Peace, which 
emerged struggling to put some control on the spread and impact 
of violence, to keep communities together through disruption and 
intimidation and to begin the long process of building and 
rebuilding bridges across the community divide. 

Pioneers such as Sadie Patterson and Margaret Dougherty took 
courageous steps in a hostile environment to begin the search 
for reconciliation. The major outpouring of feeling against 
violence which was channeled into- the mass marches and rallies 
of the Peace People during 1976 and 1977 brought many women into 
a more public role, since the movement was largely led and 
supported by women, notably Nobel Peace Prize Laureates Betty 
Williams and Mairead Corrigan (John Hume's wife, Pat, is a 
defacto Laureate given her partnership in his 30 year quest for 
peace that earned him and David Trimble a share of his recent 
Nobel prize as his partner the past 30 years; the same goes for 
Daphne Trimble, though that couple is a more recent entry to the 
political scene) . 

The experience of that period showed women trying to move ' . 
outside the existing political structures, a distinctive and 
recurring theme in the contribution women have made to the peace 
process. While some judgements have labeled it as a phase of 
naive optimism that did little to reduce violence or break the 
traditional political, mold, for many women it was a crucial 
experience.' They gained insights and understandings that led 
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them to involvement in a whole range of groups and initiatives 
focusing on practical social issues, inter-denominational 
contacts and community reconciliation . 

As a result the 1980s, which seemed to be a period of marking 
time fox women's influence, it can now be reassessed as a decade 
of "quiet revolution." Women became increasingly active at all 
sorts of levels in community groups, professional organizations 
and the trade unions - focusing on social, economic and 
environmental problems. Women worked on the provision of 
employment opportunities, expansion of childcare provision, 
promotion of life-long education and awareness of women's health 
problems. 

Through their campaigning, difficult questions such as domestic 
violence and rape became part of the. public policy agenda and 
women took active steps to provide women's refuges and help 
lines. Women also continued to be heavily involved in 
organizations combating. intimidation and sectarianism, 
supporting victims of violence and .their families seeking 
increased understanding between the churches with, many 
individuals actively networking across a whole range of groups. 
You and the President met with one such group, WAVE, last May. 

In addition to the practical- benefits Of these actions, there 
was gain for future political involvement as women developed a 
range of skills of communication and presentation. They also, 
critically for the peace process, .forged meaningful ■ links across 
communities in order to address problems that transcended 
political divisions. 

Although in many cases women overtly rejected the description of 
their activities as political, throughout the 1980s they built a 
basis for inputs to the peace process through establishing 
credibility and the practical value of their contribution. By 
the early 1990s, community groups led by women were playing a 
significant role in. defusing tensions around sectarian murders 
and intimidation and building local accommodations and 
understandings. This was in a real sense "second track" 
political. activity carried on often out of the limelight and 
with limited access to resources but of enormous benefit to all 
sectors of Northern ' Ireland society. 

At' the same time women were not afraid to face the "difficult 
issues," areas which were bound to .provoke controversy in a 
divided society: the relationship between feminism and 
nationalist and unionist ideologies, and the appropriate 
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response to the treatment of women prisoners convicted of 
terrorism offenses (primarily IRA-affiliated) . 

Through handling such questions and accepting that there would 
be serious differences, women were able to work out strategies, 
which allowed them to - accept differences in some areas without 
rejecting the possibility of working together on others. Seeing 
diversity as a normal, even a positive attribute, rather than a. 
threat, is a lesson which many of them hope will not be lost on 
male politicians. 

After the experiences and community-based successes of the . 
1980s, it was not surprising that with the recent cease-fires 
and the beginning of the negotiation process, women's voices 
began to be more clearly heard. . Women are now. more actively 
involved in most of the political parties, some of which now 
formally recognize the importance and value of having a 
proportion of women representatives (notably Sinn Fein and SDLP) 
and the formation of the Women' s Coalition has had both direct 
and indirect effects.' 

The whole process through which the Women's Coalition came into 
existence is a clear example of the contribution women are now 
making to the peace process. There was extensive debate among 
women in a spectrum of organizations with links across 
geographical, social, economic and generational differences - 
such as The Northern Ireland Women' s European Platform, The 
Derry Women's Centre, the Shankill Women's Forum and the Women's 
Information Group. 

They considered the central question of whether women should 
seek to engage in the peace process primarily. by working through 
the existing political groupings that reflected their community 
allegiances or whether they should form a new organization. 

They sought to engage in dialogue with the established parties 
to gain inclusion of women representative groups and delegations 
and to ensure that. issues that impact on women's lives were 
addressed in party platforms. 

Only when it became clear that most of the parties were not 
receptive to this approach did they move to establish the 
Coalition. In developing policies and positions within the 
Coalition, women have also provided pointers for the peace 
process by their decision to put a formal view on the 
"constitutional position" on hold in order to allow discussion 
and the possibility of real negotiation and accommodation. 

(note — ; the Assembly elections seem to have indicated that 

COPY 


6 


there are limitations to the broader appeal of a gender-oriented 
political party) . 

There has also been a vital contribution to the peace process by 
many women who are clear that they are "not involved in 
politics." Their activities in such things as "Talking and • 
Listening Circles," and "Women in the Churches" project, the 
Women's Festivals held in small towns, and the "Beyond Violence" 
conference - linked to the ongoing work of Family and community 
center — contain implicit actions and demands that are 
inseparable from the peace process. 

So over thirty years, in ways adapted to their varied 
circumstances, women have continued to contribu-te to deepening 
the conceptualization of a peaceful society in Northern Ireland. 
Particularly over the last years, they have made an important 
contribution to the peace process by increasing the range of . 
options, many of which other groups find it difficult to 
articulate because of their. historical backgrounds. 

One distressing area, one. which however distasteful, needs to be 
recognized, is the dismissive and sexist treatment of women 
activists by a number of prominent members of some political 
parties and organizations - as illustrated by the humiliating 
experiences of Women's Coalition members in the Forum. This is 
a hangover from the past when women's public role was not 
recognized, and one which women are determined must finally be 
swept away as part of a wider peace process. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

December 5, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR ERSKINE BOWLES 


FROM: Bruce Reed 

Gene Sperling 

SUBJECT: Yesterday’s Budget Meeting on Welfare Reform 


We met with Leon and key Cabinet and White Flouse officials on Wednesday afternoon to 
narrow the options to present to the President on changes in welfare reform. Approximately $16 
billion over 5 years is available for welfare reform -- $3.4 billion for the welfare-to-work plan the 
President announced at the convention, and $13 billion to moderate the impact ofthe welfare bill 
and take additional steps to make welfare reform work. ($13 billion was the difference between 
the savings we called for in our balanced budget proposal, and the amount of savings in the bill 
the President signed. The $13 billion number has therefore been seen internally and externally as 
the number that we could add-back and still be consistent with our balanced budget plan. The 
additional $3.4 billion for the welfare-to-work initiative was paid for with additional financing . 
measures that were announced on the convention week.) 

The central budget issue for the President will be how to divide up that $13 billion. In 
signing the bill, the President promised to soften immigrant and food stamp cuts, but never 
specified a dollar amount; While most people at the meeting recognized that some good might 
happen from such a bill, much of what we propose will be about what we want our message to 
be — and to whom. Advocacy groups expect the full $13 billion or more to go into "fixing" the 
welfare bill, and will point to Presidential statements to suggest we have made certain 
commitments. Republicans in Congress say (and many Democrats concede) that most of those 
changes won’t happen, and Republicans will say that we are trying to weaken welfare reform. 


DETERMINED TO BE AN 

administrative marking 

INITIALS: DATE: \ 


The menu of possible changes includes $0.1 - $3.4 billion for food stamps; $2.9 -11.3 
billion for immigrants; and $0.3 - 6.6 billion for child care tax credits and other measures to 
promote work. (A related $2.0 - 6.4 billion change on disabled children can be done 
administratively, and if done a little later, could possibly not have to be paid for within the $13 
billion.) One idea that gained significant attention at the meeting was delaying the immigrant 
cuts for 1 - 2 years. Members of Congress would not have to say that they were reversing cuts - 
- only that it was giving legal immigrants a fair chance to achieve citizenship before any benefits 
were eliminated. This idea also has the benefit of having no costs in the year 2002. 


The group agreed to develop three options for the President, each with a slightly different 
emphasis: 1) a "cuts" package that focuses primarily on restoring food stamp and immigrant 
cuts; 2) a "work" package that meets a basic commitment on food stamps and immigrants, but 
puts more emphasis on new measures to promote work; and 3) a "kids" package that also meets 
the basic commitment on food stamps and immigrants, but goes further to protect children. We 
are working with Ken Apfel, at OMB to develop t hese options that reflect the group’s general 
consensus. 
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MEMORANDUM 


TO: HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

FROM: LYNN CUTLER 

RE: WOMEN’S CONFERENCE IN BEIJING, 1995 

DATE: MAY 18, 1994 

Melanne suggested that I do a memo to both of you on this subject. First, I hope that this finds 
you well. 

As you know, I have a great interest in the United Nations Conference on Women that will be 
held in Beijing in September of 1995. 

I have attended several meetings here in Washington, but was out of the country at the time of 
the New York meeting. 

Many of the women from inside the government as well as those of us outside have been talking 
and wanting to be helpful. I feel that there are great domestic political gains to be made from 
a successful United States effort. However, there is a growing concern about focus and resources. 

Obviously, one of the first and most important decisions to be made in your office is what role 
you want to play in all of this. If you head our delegation (and I think you should), it raises the 
stakes for the other countries. However, the potential for message to women in this country is 
terrific. 

At this point, there is a feeling that we lack strong leadership in this effort. I am happy to 
report that Tim Wirth told me last night that he is planning to enlarge his Secretariat to include 
support for the Women's Conference, as they have for the Population Conference. Because 
there has been such good outreach and an open process in the preparation for Cairo, and because 
the two are inextricably linked, it is good news indeed that Tim plans to become involved. 

Another issue to be faced soon is the make-up of the delegations to the preparatory conferences. 
As you know, the regional meeting for the Far East will begin in Jakarta on June 7th. As I 
understand it, there are only State Department women on the delegation at this time. There is 
also an internal division of opinion about continuity. Some argue that different people should 
be sent to all of the preparatory conferences than ultimately go to Beijing. That argument calls 
for "spreading the political benefits around". 

I would propose that it is critical to have the continuity with at least a portion of our final 
delegation. Most of the work will be done before Beijing, and it will be important that it not 
all be the work of State Department staff. 

The non-governmental organizati ons, h ave an enormous interest in all of this, and are waiting 
for signals that they will be inc|i3e^. i | ^ i\Vthat needs attention because of the 
resource question, and most of aL bralsea fllE^mtsal ramifications. 



Hiilary Rodham Clinton 

Memorandum 
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As Karen Nussbaum is conducting preparatory meetings in the ten Federal Regions, (and with 
almost no money), she bas found tremendous interest. The outreach to these meetings is limited 
by lack of resources, however. Hie Women’s Bureau person in each of the Regions is doing 
the best they can to reach out especially to the N.G.O.’s. Fortunately, the far right so-called 
pro-family crowd has not yet invaded these meetings, as they did in preparatory meetings or 
previous conferences. We do have to be aware that this is a possibility in the future meetings. 

Again, depending on the role you decide to talce in this whole effort, 1 would recommend that 
you have the White House request that each major department of the government come up with 
three recommendations for the U.S. document for the conference. This would enable the women 
in those agencies and departments to come together and to look at the issues affecting women 
from the perspective of their work. This should only require one meeting, but would involve 
those working on policy in the process, and would ensure inclusion of diverse interests. (I could 
never have made that statement in any previous Administration!) 


I know how swamped your staff is, and that you must stay focused on health care. I hesitated 
to keep raising this issue, but if we have don’t focus on this conference now, we risk losing a 
great domestic political opportunity. One recommendation 1 would make is that you quietly, but 
definitively designate viable political leadership from the outside to be your eyes and ears on this 
conference. They could work with Arvonne Fraser and her people, and with Tim Wirth, Karen 
Nussbaum and others in the system to help pull all of the pieces together for you. You would 
have your own person to keep a political watch on events. Obviously, they would not speak for 
you unless specifically asked to. Information would be fed back to you by confidential memo. 

It is my feeling at this time that Arvonne would welcome this. She has reached out to some of 
us a few times to seek political counsel and support. Certainly the women watching this whole 
process would welcome your involvement. I know for a fact that many of the women in the 
government who have been involved in discussions about the conference would be vastly 
relieved. 


I am willing to play that role for you. I believe I can do so, and have longtime working 
relationships with Arvonne and others. Most of all, I would keep an eye on the political piece 
of all of this. The women of this country continue to stand with you and the President. This 
conference can affect their perceptions only if we fail to make the most of it. From a positive 
side, it represents a fabulous opportunity to tie in with the exciting work that Karen Nussbaum 
is doing at the Women's Bureau, and to help keep the message out there to American women 
that this administration is their partner and advocate. 

Whatever your decision is, I wanted you to know that I am prepared to put in the time required 
to be of help in this process. Most of all, as you know, I want to be helpful to you personally. 

Thank you for your wonderful note last week. I will always treasure the contents! 


cc: Melanne Verveer 
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[on Monday, I attended a meeting at USIA conducted by Iris Burnett, Chief of Staff at USIA, 
q l anc j learned that there has been an interagency group of women who have come together to work 
• Ion international women’s issues. 

Many of the issues I shared with you in my first memo are on their agenda as well. The main ^ 
point is that we need to deal with all three inte rnation al-conferences (population, women, social . 
issues) with a set of articulated and ongoing issues. Also, because of the strong positions 
regarding women from the Vienna Conference on Human Rights; continuity is important. 

I also learned that the earlier suggestion I made to you about outreach to the agencies is ^ 
underway and each agency has been asked to submit what the y are doing for , women to the State 
Department. After each agency’s input is included into an overall document^ which also includes ^ ^ 

recommendations from the last Preparatory Conference, it will j;o to the Hill for commenta ry U»U* . 
then to the next Prepcon in April of 19 95. As you know, every country needs to produce a 
•? national planj or the Beijing Conference. 

USIA wants to produce materials that can be used internationally for training of women to help 

them to achieve their goals in their countries. 

Finally, it is also clear that the women’s community will need to keep continued pressure on to 
move the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) to the Senate for action in this year. The United States and Iraq are the two larger 
countries which have not yet ratified the Convention. 

• - — ; “ ' * 

It is in the legal department at State, and is in the process of going out for final comment to the 

agencies. As I discussed this with Senators Boxer and Murray, they are ready to raise the issue 
with Secretary Christopher so that there is understanding that this must move sooner rather than 
later, and that there is a body of people who can be mobilized to help gain passage. Lael 
Staegell is in the process of analyzing all of the issues that could develop during the 
consideration by Foreign Relations and then the full Senate. 



Hillary Rodham Clinton 
May 25, 1994 
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I am attaching the document which B’nai Brith Women , who have been heroes on this issue have 
prepared. Note the huge coalition they have put together over the years. 

1 hope that this additional information is helpful and that we may be able to talk soon. 

I was at the breakfast this moming-you were terrific. It was an important forum and you hit 
a home run. That whole message about women as the caregivers and decision-makers is what 
Ann Lewis and I were trying to get out there. 

cc: Melanne Verveer and Ann Bartley 
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United States Department of State 

Office of the Under Secretary 
for Management 

White House Liaison 

April 12, 1994 


MEMORANDUM 

TO: Veronica Biggins 

Joan Baggett 
Alexis Herman 
Melarme Verveer 
Doris Matsui 
Anne Bartley 

FROM: Awilda Marquez; 

RE: Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, September. 1995) 


There are a number of issues relating to the Fourth World 
Conference on Women (Beijing, September 1995) which, sooner or 
later, will stoke the interest of the White House. This 
Memorandum serves to introduce the issues and focus attention 
on what needs to be done to have (a) productive and meaningful 
participation by the U.S. in the Women's Conference and (b) a 
useful product that will advarine the Administration's interests 
in women's issues in 1996 arid thereafter. 


STRUCTURE fffliD OUTPUT OF THE WOMEN ' S CONFERENCE 

The Women's Conference will bring together delegations 
from around the wodd to discuss, and adopt, among other things, 
a Platform for Action that is currently being developed by the 
U . N . Couiinissign on the 3tatus of Women (CSW). (Each country- 
will also submit a report on the status of women.) The 
Platform for Action follows ori the Forward-Looking Strategies 
adopted at the 1985 Nairobi Women's Conference and will strive 
to elevate the dialogue on women's issues from exhortation to 
action items. 

Previous meetings of the CSW (Vienna 1993; NYC January 
and March 1994) laid the groundwork for drafting the Platform 
for Action. The CSW will continue to develop the draft through 
regional world meetings in 1994, and the draft is expected to 
be finalizedi in the beginning of 1995. 

It is the goal of the World Conference that each 
government will adopt the Platform for Action. There is some 
discussion that governments may be encouraged fo announce their 
specific commitments on action items. Of course, it is 
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impossible to know what the Platform wili look like at the time 
of the vote and, therefore, what the U.S. position on the 
Platform will be. Nevertheless, this Administration will enter 
1996 having taken a position on the Platform for Action on 
women's issues that was presented in Beijing, 


DEVELOPMENT Off THE US POSITION ON CONFERENCE ISSUES 

Preliminary drafts of the Platform for Action delineate 
critical areas of concern such as lack of power-sharing, 
growing burden of poverty on women, inequality in access to 
economic development/ violence against women, and lack of 
commitment to women's human rights, strategic objectives {the 
anticipated action items) address the critical areas of 
concern. 

The US has submitted a number of proposed strategic 
objectives in several preparatory meetings of the CSW, They 
have not been presented, however, in a manner that reflects a 
focused set of priorities. More opportunities to make 
recommendations will occur in the upcoming regional meetings 
and in the final drafting session at the end of the year. 

An overlay of three major areas for the US position has 
been discussed to some extent at State: women as equal 

citizens claiming full rights (ie, not as victims) , women's 
legal literacy, and equal development of the girl-child. The 
time is' now appropriate for the Administration to reflect on 
its priorities oh women's issues — especially the ones which 
it would wish to highlight in the Platform to ha adopted in 
Beijing. The Platform presents an opportunity to "bring back 
to the US" issues the Administration wishes to highlight and 
Implement in 1996 and beyond. If a particular overarching 
focus is, desired, it needs to be expressed to the responsible 
person in the State Department. White House input will be most 
productive if provided early in the process. 


PARTICIPATION OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOs) 

NGOs are important to the mobilization of support for the 
Administration’s positions in the women's Conference, which 
will address issues ranging from abortion and reproductive 
rights to violence against women. NGOs are often on the 
cutting edge of issues, and they hope and expect to contribute 
to the' US position. This feedback exercise can be an excellent 
opportunity to develop close and positive relations between 
them and the Administration, Broad-based national and 
grassroots organizations can (1) provide important input to 
U.S. positions on issues, (2) disseminate information on 
Conference preparations, (3) help implement action items, 
expected to come out of China, and (4) help build support for 
the Administration' s priorities. 

Thus far, NGOs have been disappointed with the USG in its 
preparations for the Women's Conference. They have expressed 
frustration at being excluded from the process of developing 
the uS positions on the Platform, It is their understanding 
that, the us does not sincerely seek their input. They get 
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little on no support in their efforts to attend and participate 

in regional meetings . , ' 

The message has to go out that NGO input is welcome ^ and 
their support is necessary. If it is a White House priority, 
that needs to be expressed to the responsible person in the 
State Department. 

I intend to add up to ten NGOs as "private sector 
advisers" on delegations to regional preparatory meetings of 
the CSW. The USG will not pay for the travel and expenses of 
the NGOs as private sector advisers , and they will not have 
authority to speak on behalf of the USG. The NGOb, however, 
will be members of the official delegation and thus will be 
invested in the success of US efforts. 

I welcome White House suggestions on NGOs that have broad 
membership, geographical diversity ands history of involvement 
in national and international women's issues. 


US ROLE IN THE CONFERENCE 

The role of the US in the international arena must be 
sensitive to regional and other dynamics. The US should not 
try to dominate the dialogue that includes groupings of 
countries into Third World, G-77, Muslim, and geographiCEi 
blocs. Nevertheless, the US can signal its principled position 
on issues without being a bully. It should act its part as a 
world leader by expressing its priorities clearly and 
developing support through quiet diplomacy in CSW meetings. 

If the US can develop general priority areas that do not 
automatically preclude input from NGOs, the structure of 
priorities will help focus US efforts at the regional meetings 
and in Beijing. 

The State Department is the lead agency on the Women's 
Conference and its preparations, if the white House intends to 
offer input into the setting of US priorities, discussions need 
to take place with (at least) Arvonrie Fraser, the U.S. 
Representative to the CSW, and Melinda Kimble, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State covering the women's Conference. 


DELEGATION TO BEIJING 

Interest in membership on the U.S. Delegation to the 
Women's Conference is already strong and is expected to become 
quite intense. I have already received many letters and 
resumes. Because there is no need to focus on delegation 
membership until 1995, it will be politically wise to accept 
letters or interest and advise individuals that ho decision 
will be announced until late Summer 1995. 


OUTSJHACH 

The Department of Labor Women's Bureau is sponsoring a 
aeries of regional meetings in the US that will bring together 
local leaders and NGOs to disseminate information on the 
Women's Conference. The agenda for these meetings should 
clearly set up a process for providing input from the NGOs for 
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the draft Platform for Action. These meetings provide 
important outreach opportunities including: 

participation of Congressional Women s Caucus 

others 

__ mobilization of regional women leaders 
reaching out to NGOs 

speaking opportunities for women appointees 
The white House may wish to take advantage of these 


and 


opportunities. . . ' , „ „ , „ 

Members of delegations attending previous women s 
Conferences (Mexico 19/5, Copenhagen 1980, Nairobi 1985) can be 
brought together to provide counsel on preparations, generate 
support for US positions, and increase outreach opportunities. 
Attached is a copy of the lists of previous delegation 


members . 


CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST „^ hsMv 

Members Of the Congressional Women's Caucus will probably 
be quite interested in the Women's Conference and related 
issues. They .have not been mobilized as yet in any coordinated 
way. Yet the Caucus can be helpful. For example, it might 
sponsor legislation creating a fund that would help fund the 
NGO ForUm in Beijing, pay. for travel of NGOs to Beijing arijd 
cover some costs of organizing US preparations for Beijing. I 
believe something like this was done for the Population 

Conference in Cairo. A 

If there is White House interest in this, it might be 
appropriate to set up 'a meeting with members of the Caucus — 
and other Congressional supporters — and relevant White House 
and State Department folks (including Office of Legislative 
Affairs, of course). 


I propose that Arvonne Fraser, Melinda Kimble, and gther 
State folks brief you on the above issues, i will call tq> set 
up the meeting in the next couple of days. 
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WASHINGTON OFFICE 
1025 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW 
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. WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
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Please deliver the following pages: 

TO: Me' Fax Phoned 

LOCATION: U) kih kLft^JL - A j*-l /.? hpr-.Sc*. 

FROM:'. (lAL^\ ^K> j)eL.<±Al>* P t~f?kd FAX PHONKl : 

LOCATION: 


subject/Title 
of Piece Transmitting: 


Isffsjt. p S&o/in /Me 


Number of pages ( including this coversbeet). 




Date Transmitted: •f/t'&fot- Time Transmitted: LiMA V 

Transmitted by: - - ’ 


Additional Comments: 

_£> D rt. C-e/u o/O > 


If you have not rece-ived the complete transmission, please 
call us at (202) 669-3780. 

AMH: 

I spoke with Carmen ( 659 3780 ) . She is worried about US representati 
on Status of Women at UN. The US lost seat on this Commission . 

They are shocked. "Someone must've been asleep at switch." 

She said there is a preparatory meeting in NY. The list was 
composed of 10 white women. Shouldn't this have more diversity and 
more non-government members (There are 9 governmental reps.) What 
is the ruling? She talked to Mack and has faxed a copy of his 
response. Carmen wants you to watch this. We have this seat 
until the end of this year. This commission has been in existence 
for 50 years, 
r 

5/10/94 
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March 29, 1994 


TH£ WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


• Recfiivod In 

washing ioii 0,/ice 

APfl 5 t994 



Ms. Carmen Delgado votaw 
Director, Government Relations 
Girl Scouts of the 0.3. A. 

1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.w. 

Suite 309 

Washington, D.C, 20036 
Dear Ms. Votaw: 

It wa3 a pleasure meeting you at the Women in Government 
Relations meeting on Wednesday. I surely aopreciated beinq 
included in the program. * . 

Thank you for raising the questions about official delegations 
sent from the United States. My staff has looked into this 
matter and has been given assurances by the State Department that 
there is not a ten person limit for official delegations. In 
fact, the nmiiber fluctuates depending on the mission. 

I have noted and agree that we need broad based representation on 
such trips, and you can be sure that we will be sensitive to that 
issue. 


Again, it was nice seeing you and I appreciate your question. 
Personally, 


L,CC> J( ' IU (. 



Mack McLarty 

Chief of Staff to the President 
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United States Department of State 

Under Secretary of State 
for Global Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20520-7250 

May 24, 1994 

Ms. Alexis Herman 
Assistant to the President 

and Director of Public Liaison 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20500 



Dear Alexis: 

This note is to follow-up on Friday’s discussion on 
organizing to manage U.S. participation in this September's 
Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, the Social 
Summit in Copenhagen next March and the Conference on Women in 
Beijing in September 1995. 

The State Department is setting up a full-time secretariat 
to backstop all three conferences. This will be staffed with a 
small group of dedicated Administration people and foreign 
service officers from State’s population office, the Bureau of 
International Organization Affairs which deals with U.N. 
issues, and elsewhere within State as appropriate. We will 
also coordinate existing working groups, and be sure that an 
inter-agency working group decides questions of policy and 
coordinates inter-agency participation in developing 
substantive positions for — and participation in — the three 
conferences. Our participation in the U.N. Committee on the 
Status of Women as it relates to preparations for Copenhagen 
and Beijing, in particular, will be managed by this working 
group. . The secretariat and the policy group will report to 
me. We are close to a decision on an extremely capable, senior 
woman foreign service officer to head the secretariat, chair 
the inter-agency group, carry the lead for negotiations in the 
U.N. system, and be my operational eyes and ears as 
preparations for the conferences go forward. 


If . you agree with the second organizational piece, the 
strong political appointee, I will need your help. As 
discussed, , we need a full-time, senior Administration appointee 
with strong credentials on women's issues and credibility with 
relevant NGO ' s to assist Ambassador Arvonne Frazer (our 
representative on the Committee on the Status of Women) and to 
act as liaison with NGO ' s in Washington and around the country, 
between the staff secretariat and. the white House, Ambassador 
Albright's office and key Departments represented on the 
inter-agency working group. I need your suggestions for 
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candidates for this position, and your intervention with OPM in 
getting a non-career SES slot for her. The sooner we get this 
position filled, the better; while the Cairo conference seems 
well in hand at this point, we must get to work soon with the 
NGO ' s and within the Administration on Copenhagen and Beijing. 

In particular, we need to make a public announcement soon 
about our national commitment to Beijing. I will also need 
your help with funding for the three conferences. We probably 
have adequate funds in hand to cover Cairo, but the two 
follow-on conferences will be as or more costly and in a period 
of tight budgets we will have to fight for the money we will 
need; and we will certainly want to include NGO ' s as broadly as 
possible in our delegations. I will get back to you on this 
central issue for support and assistance. 

.This summarizes the discussion of Friday afternoon. None 
of this is particularly complicated now. We are moving ahead. 
Can you help now on a political appointee? (I’ll follow-up 
with you by telephone.) The main issue down the road is 
funding. In a separate note I transmitted information about 
the selection of conference delegates — this per your request. 
For the next two weeks I will be mostly on airplanes; you can 
always reach me through Sandra Ulmer (647-6240), and in my 
absence, Andy Sens is in charge of my office (647-9333). 

With best regards, 


Sincerely yours. 



Timothy E. Wirth 
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memorandum 


TO: HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

FROM: LYNN CUTLER - 

RE: FOLLOW-UP TO MEMO ON BEUING 

DATE: MAY 25, 1994 


(,C fruJ*K** 

PU: 6>diAlrC 

1<UC 
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On Monday, I attended a meeting at USIA conducted by Iris Burnett, Chief of Staff at USIA, 
and learned that there has been an interagency group of women who have come together to work 
ion international women’s issues. 


Many of the issues I shared with you in my first memo are on their agenda as well. The main 
point is that we need to deal with a ll three inte rnational conferences (population, women, social . 
issues) with a set of articulated and ongoing issues. Also, because of the strong positions 
regarding women from the Vienna Conference on Human Rights, continuity is important. 

I also learned that the earlier suggestion I made to you about outreach to the agencies is ^ 
underway and each agency has been asked to submit what they a re far women to the State 
Department. After each agency’s input is included into an overall document, which also includes ^ 
recommendations from the last Preparatory Conference, it will go to the Hill tor comment a nd . 
then to the next grepcon in April of 19 95. As you know, every country needs to produce a 
*7 national plan for the Beijing Conference. 


USIA wants to produce materials that can be used internationally for training of women to help 
them to achieve their goals in their countries. 


Finally, it is also clear that the women’s community will need to keep continued pressure on to 
move the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) to the Senate for action in this year. The United States and Iraq are the two larger 
countries which have not yet ratified the Convention. 

C ” “ ” ■ “ —* 

It is in the legal department at State, and is in the process of going out for final comment to the 
agenciesf’ A'S I discussed this with Senators Boxer and Murray, they are ready to raise the issue 
with Secretary Christopher so that there is understanding that this must move sooner rather than 
later, and that there is a body of people who can be mobilized to help gain passage. Lael 
Staegell is in the process of analyzing all of the issues that could develop during the 
consideration by Foreign Relations and then the full Senate. 



Hillary Rodham Clinton 
May 25, 1994 
Page Two 


I am attaching the document which B’nai Brith Women, who have been heroes on this issue have 
prepared. Note the huge coalition they have put together over the years. 

1 hope that this additional information is helpful and that we may be able to talk soon. 

T was at the breakfast this morning— you were terrific. It was an important forum and you hit 
a home run. That whole message about women as the caregivers and decision-makers is what 
Ann Lewis and I were trying to get out there. 

cc: Melanne Verveer and Ann Bartley 
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May 4, 1994 


MEMORANDUM TO ALEXIS HERMAN 

FROM: DORIS MATSUI 

RE : FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN 

May 4, 1994 
3:30 PM 


PURPOSE: 

To assess the progress and direction of the Platform for Action 
being developed by the UN Commission on the Status of Women. 


BACKGROUND: 

The Platform for Action follows on the Forward Looking Strategies 
adopted at the 1985 Nairobi Women's Conference. Previous 
meetings of the CSW (Vienna 1993, NYC January and March 1994) 
laid the groundwork for drafting the platform. CSW will ^continue 
to develop the draft through the regional world meetings in 1994 
and is expected to be finalized at the beginning of 1995. 

Preliminary drafts contain critical areas of concern subh as lack 
of power sharing, growing burden of poverty on women, inequality 
in access in economic development, violence against women and 
lack of commitment to women's human rights. 

The U.S. has submitted a number of propiosed action items. There 
is concern, however, that there is a lack of focus on what the 
priorities should be. We still have the opportunity to give 
some guidance in the upcoming regional meetings and in the final 
drafting session at the end of the year. However, time is short 
and the train has already left the station. 

State has been taking the lead on the development of the U.S. 
position on the Conference issues. Now is the time for the White 
House to set forth its priorities on women's issues. If there is 
a particular focus that the White House wishes to emphasize, it 
must be clearly stated to the State Department as quickly as 
possible. 

The NGOs have been disappointed at their la:ck of inclusion in the 
development of U.S. positions on the Platform. We need to work 
with State to make sure that they communicate to the NGOs that 
they are indeed very important to the process. 

In summary, this meeting gives us an opportunity to have an 
update on the progress thus far. At the same time, it will be 
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necessary for us to pull in internally to decide what the 
administration's priorities are and how we communicate it to the 
CSW. 
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Whitney Ross 
2006-01 98-F 




GENERAL MESSAGE POINTS 

• The UN agreement includes a commitment to immediate, unconditional, and 
unrestricted access to all sites in Iraq, including the Presidential sites and other 
so-called sensitive sites that UNSCOM has never had access to. Given 
Saddam’s track record, what’s important is whether he lives up to these 
commitments. 

• There are some question marks and ambiguities in the agreement with respect 
to procedures for Presidential sites. We will need to work very closely with the 
Security Council and UNSCOM to close any possible loopholes. 

• The Secretary General has agreed to allow some diplomats to accompany the 
inspectors in the palace sites. That may be acceptable if the inspectors are free 
to conduct rigorous and professional inspections. 

• We are keeping our military forces in the Gulf at a high state of preparedness 
while we see if Saddam lives up to these commitments. We will continue to 
back the diplomacy with force. 

• . UNSCOM, with our support, will test Iraq’s promise thoroughly and 

comprehensively in the days and weeks ahead. 

• -If Iraq interferes with the inspections or tries to undermine UNSCOM’ s efforts 
in any way, we will act firmly and forcefully and without delay. We will not 
allow Saddam to take us from crisis to crisis. 

• As the President told the American people yesterday, he hopes the agreement 
will prove to be a step forward. But the proof is in the testing. The U.S. 
remains resolved and ready to secure -- by whatever means necessary — Iraq’s 
full compliance with its commitment to destroy is weapons of mass destruction. 

• If Iraq undermines this agreement and the President determines that military 
force is required, our purpose remains clear: 

• We will seriously diminish the threat posed by Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction program. 

• And we will seriously reduce his capacity to threaten his neighbors. 

COPY 


Q 


A military operation can’t destroy his entire WMD program, but will leave 
him worse off than he is now. 

• And, if he seeks to rebuild his weapons of mass destruction, we will be 
prepared to strike him again. 

Saddam Hussein, unlike any other world leader today, has used weapons of 
mass destruction - against his own people and his neighbors. He is a repeat 
offender. Dealing with Saddam requires constant vigilance. Consider: 

• . Sanctions have denied Saddam $110 billion, revenue he could have used to 

make his armed forces stronger and advance his pursuit of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

• Since the Gulf War, we have pushed back every time he has posed a threat 
to the region. 

• Determined UNSCOM inspectors have done a remarkable job despite Iraq’s 
deceptions. They have uncovered and destroyed more weapons of mass 
destruction capacity than was destroyed during the Gulf War, including: 

• Nearly 40,000 chemical weapons. 

• More than 100,000 gallons of CW agents. 

• 48 operational missiles. 

• 30 warheads specifically fitted for chemical and biological weapons. 

• And a massive BW facility at Al-Hakim, equipped to produce anthrax 
and other deadly agents. 

In the 2 1 st century, the community of nations may see more and more of the 
very kind of threat that Iraq poses now, a rogue state with biological and 
chemical weapons. 
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